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McGOWAN GOVERNMENT — REGIONAL FUNDING 

Motion 

MS M.J. DAVIES (Central Wheatbelt — Leader of the Nationals WA) [4.02 pm]: I move — 

That this house condemns the McGowan government for its cuts to royalties for regions, community 
resource centres, regional health, regional policing, regional education and other essential regional 
services, leading to the loss of jobs and services in regional Western Australia. 

We are on the eve of the next state budget, the second brought in by the McGowan Labor government, and the 
National Party thought this would be an opportune moment to reflect on the just over 12 months that this 
government has been in power, and what it has meant for regional Western Australia. When we talk to our 
constituents across the regions, we see a very poor picture. They have had significant disadvantage visited on them 
since this government came to power, because of the promises the McGowan government made in the state election 
campaign that it had no way of funding, focused on metropolitan Perth and major projects. We warned that that 
would happen to the detriment of royalties for regions. We warned that the government needed to embrace a new 
revenue stream. The Labor Party was willing to say almost anything to get itself elected to government. We feel 
that our constituents, and people across regional Western Australia, are bearing the brunt of that pursuit of power. 

It does not go unnoticed in regional Western Australia that this government is arrogant. It has taken such a short 
time to display such arrogance in this place, when government members visit the regions, in commentary on social 
media, and in face-to-face meetings in the community. People cannot understand how the government is so out of 
touch with these communities and the things that are important to them. It is not as though our communities are 
talking about things that are nice to have, or the cherries on the top. These are issues that they have been scrapping 
for, and that most people in Western Australia, metropolitan or regional, would believe to be essential services. 
There has been an ongoing debate on education cuts, but the cuts and the attacks on regional Western Australia 
have stretched far beyond that. The government has an agenda that it has no way of funding, and so the community 
is bearing the brunt. 

We have seen increased fees and charges across the state, when there was a promise that that would not occur. We 
have seen royalties for regions slashed. Projects that should have been funded from consolidated revenue have 
been shunted into the very important regional development program. We have seen changes to our regional health 
profile, regional policing and the community resource centre funding model. People who have not lived in regional 
Western Australia might regard the community resource centres as less than important. Clearly, our Premier and 
Minister for Regional Development do not understand their importance. They have demonstrated that by the 
arrogance with which they have answered questions multiple times, in this house and in the other place. Regional 
Western Australians are reliant on these things, and in some cases they are the glue of their communities. In 
12 months, their confidence has been shaken. 

Normally, a state government has a 12-month period to get out there, sell its message and build bridges where it 
has not had an opportunity to do so, and people will give it the benefit of the doubt. Country people are normally 
the first to give governments the benefit of the doubt, and to give them a go. I think local governments are prepared 
to do that. I have had conversations with local governments across my electorate, and I am sure other members 
have as well. Local governments understand that they need to work with the new government, and they are 
unwilling to essentially jeopardise that relationship. They were looking to form positive relationships, but minister 
after minister, member after member, as they have travelled around the state, have had tin ears when it comes to 
the concerns that those constituencies are raising. It has been incredibly disappointing and very distressing. 

We have just had a matter of public interest debate in which we talked about the challenge for this state in dealing 
with the financial problems it faces, predominantly brought about by the goods and services tax distribution. We 
would be the first to be critical of our eastern states colleagues, but I am not sure that a future Shorten federal 
Labor government would have any better option, and it certainly has not put one on the table. That would be one 
thing that would change the conversation in this chamber about what we need to choose to fund. This Labor 
government chooses to fund Metronet, and extravagant election promises in selected electorates across regional 
Western Australia, although the majority of them are in the Perth metropolitan area, using funds that it has scraped 
and clawed back from regional communities. We are expecting more of that tomorrow in the state budget. I have 
a sneaking suspicion that we will be able to declare absolutely that royalties for regions will be there in the budget 
in name but, for all intents and purposes, is dead under a Labor government. It will not be able to deliver on what 
that legislative framework was set up to do. Royalties for regions has been dismantled, demolished and white-anted 
in just over 12 months of this new Labor government. The things that the government will not be able to do or 
work with the community on will start to pick away at the foundations of those communities. It rocks their 
confidence. 
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I was at a forum last week, the Pilbara–Kimberley Forum, Hot Topix, and there was much discussion about the 
great opportunities in those regions for projects that could drive not just the state economy but also the national 
economy, around renewable energy and water projects. They used to have an avenue to come to the government 
and ask for support—to partner and put industry in conversation with the state government in driving innovation 
and service delivery. All of those things were able to be done under royalties for regions. The more normal 
consolidated revenue funding is pushed into that program, the less opportunity there is to do that type of work. We 
are left with a government that is picking winners rather than working through a process of regional development 
that sets a foundation for growth. That is what we did when we came to government. We reviewed the regional 
development commissions and looked at the state that they had been left in by the previous Labor government. 
They had been underfunded and under-resourced. No support was provided to them for decentralised 
decision-making. One of the very first things we did when we came to power in 2008 was to go back and look at 
the state of those development commissions—a structure that, quite frankly, when compared with other Australian 
states is the envy from a regional perspective. This gave us a foundation to drive that regional development agenda. 

In the very first month that Parliament was back, we brought the royalties for regions bill to Parliament and it was 
passed. We created the funding stream that allowed us to start delivering on that regional development framework. 
We set about working with communities to grow them—to give them confidence that if they took the time to do 
some planning, they would not be reliant on ad hoc funding and the largesse of the government of the day and 
could start to think about some long-term plans and invest in their own growth and to make decisions beyond 
perhaps the four-year budget cycle. That all started to happen, and it started to happen within some of our 
government agencies as well. Royalties for regions had an impact on the health budget and on the innovations that 
we drove through the Southern Inland Health Initiative, which was to be rolled out as part of the midwest health 
package, which has been pulled by this government even though it is one of the fastest growing areas of the state 
and has some of the worst health infrastructure in the state. Royalties for regions was used to drive that innovation 
and to allow departments to think differently about how to deliver services into regional Western Australia. 
What we think will happen, and what we have seen happen over the last 12 months, is that Labor will be determined 
to tell everyone that royalties for regions is here to stay; that it is still there: “Look at it. It’s in the budget. We’ve 
got the name.” We never hear government members talk about it; it is never mentioned in media statements. We 
never hear ministers talk about it or refer to the fact that we have a fund that is dedicated to regional 
Western Australia and its growth. Royalties for regions has been all but whitewashed out of their language. They 
are very happy to say it when they stand up in front of an audience, but they will not detail what they are using it 
for, other than to say that it is for those projects that they promised during the election campaign. After that, there 
will be no money left, because they have pushed a whole raft of things that should be coming out of consolidated 
revenue into that program. That has been the demise of royalties for regions in such a short period of time, for 
nothing other than political reasons. There is no doubt about that. Regional Western Australia is really feeling left 
out of government decision-making processes because the government is crowing about metropolitan projects and 
pursuing election promises, none of which, or very few of which, were in regional Western Australia. 
In the first 12 months of the Labor government, communities have had to scrap and fight to save what we consider 
to be essential services. There have been cuts to the boarding away from home allowance. It tried to close down 
the Schools of the Air and then issued a mea culpa, saying, “Sorry. We went a step too far.” That was an 
Australia-wide issue. When people saw that this Labor government was considering shutting down such an iconic 
service, we received support from many quarters. It was a knee-jerk reaction, again from a department that had 
been told to find savings so the government could make good on its election promises that it could not afford to 
pay for. We have seen the government try to shut down the Schools of the Air and an enormous community 
response. The member for North West Central was very involved in the response in his part of the state. We had 
support from right across Western Australia—even across Australia. Everyone knew that that was an enormously 
and outrageously poor decision. It tried to close the Northam residential college in my electorate. Our policy when 
we came to government was about trying to ensure that kids could go to school closer to home. That was the 
foundation in education that we set coming to government: Let us invest in regional high schools in regional 
Western Australia. Let us invest in residential colleges. Let us invest in a boarding away from home allowance so 
that those kids who do not have a school close to their homes are able to afford to make a choice to go to 
a residential college. Let us invest in making sure that our children can be educated close to home, because we 
understood what that means for communities by having families stay together, parents working, contributing to 
a local economy. That is important. That is what we exist to do—that is, to represent their best interests. 
Unfortunately, the Labor government sees dollar signs on the top of all those kids’ heads. It is too expensive; there 
are not enough of them; they will not mind; let us get rid of that; and we will have something better to spend that 
money on, typically where there are more people and typically in metropolitan Perth. 
The government has cut the gifted and talented program in our schools and closed the Moora Residential College. 
No-one in this chamber would be unaware of the campaign running in Moora to save that college. These 
communities understand the value of education. That has happened in 12 short months. This government might 
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not care. It might not think that it will ever have the opportunity of representing that electorate, but it was elected 
to govern for everyone and that community deserves to be heard. Unfortunately, all that community sees is arrogant 
decision-making. They feel like they have been completely let down. No matter who is in government, education 
should be at the heart of what we are trying to deliver. Education and health services are deal-breakers for regional 
Western Australians, and this government is chipping away at the foundation of those essential services. 
I turn now to the closure of camp schools. We have had significant contact with the communities that host camp 
schools. The government’s decision to close them will have ramifications from not only an education point of 
view, but also a regional local economic point of view. Many people are enormously distressed that this 
government does not believe that those camp schools are part of core education—that our kids, whether they are 
from the Perth metropolitan area or regional locales, should not have the opportunity to go to affordable camp 
schools so that they can develop their leadership skills and experience those wonderful opportunities all around 
the state. They all have different things to offer. Again, that is something the government has put a red line through 
in just 12 short months with no consultation, no discussion, and no opportunity for local governments, communities 
or camp schools to put forward alternative plans.  
That is a thread that runs through all this. This government—again, the word “arrogant” is used often—is 
unprepared to talk to the people on whom its decisions impact. It will not go out there to have those discussions. 
When it does, it simply says, “Sorry, we’ve got a really difficult budget.” It is a little like the Minister for 
Regional Development turning up to a forum in Northam and telling very distressed local government 
representatives and community resource centres representatives that the government had to cut the CRC funding 
because it has some really, really important things to fund. We can only assume that that means this government 
does not believe that community resource centres are really, really important. It is clear from what it intends to do 
with the budget that that demonstrates it. Those community resource centres are now in jeopardy. A statement has 
been made that it will not close them. The government will not close them, but it will let them die by a thousand 
cuts. It will be impossible to offer the services that those communities expect and require with the funding that has 
been provided. The government has been unwilling to consult—although cursory discussions have occurred in 
some secretive meetings held across the electorate to which some people have been invited and some others have 
not. The Minister for Regional Development has no interest in and no understanding of—as demonstrated by the 
way the Premier answers questions in this house—the community resource centre network. The government has 
absolutely no understanding. 

Mr V.A. Catania: It is much like with the Schools of the Air. 

Ms M.J. DAVIES: Absolutely. There has been no consultation and no understanding. The reflection back to us 
about that boarding away from home allowance decision is that those on the other side think that it is for rich 
farming families. That could not be further from the truth. It is for families who cannot send their children to 
a school in close proximity to their homes. If someone does not have a senior high school within a reasonable 
distance of their community, they have no choice; they have to send their kids away somewhere. Some very low 
socioeconomic families live in regional Western Australia. I would have thought that assisting them to make sure 
they can choose to send their kids to a residential college in a nearby town or wherever they would like to send 
their children to get an education is something that governments should be involved in. That was certainly one of 
the first things that we looked at when we were in government. It was about setting the foundation for regional 
development and creating structures in regional communities that gave them confidence to start thinking about 
how they could thrive rather than simply having to survive. I can tell members that these regional communities 
have gone back to survival mode. That is what regional Western Australia feels like it has got into. The government 
has made it feel like that. These communities have all gone back into their corners because they are petrified that 
if they stick their heads above the parapet, they will be next in the firing line. 

Mr V.A. Catania: It is called Darling Range. 

Ms M.J. DAVIES: Yes. If they stick their heads around the corner, they will see the bright city lights. That is 
unfortunate. That was the message that we were getting from the community going into the 2008 election. This 
government has been in power for just over 12 months and that sentiment about how regional communities are 
feeling has already been fed back to us. They feel under siege. They feel like their government does not understand. 
They feel like they need to scrap and fight for things that should be essential services. That is not right. 
There is a network of agricultural colleges across the state. A trust account is in place which has allowed for those 
colleges to essentially self-fund any investment into materials and equipment that is required. We are supporting 
the building of the future workforce in agriculture. We often hear the government talk and we see headlines in 
articles about the importance of agriculture and the opportunity it affords our state and its economy. We need 
people to do that. We need to invest in their education. We need to chip away at the corner and the foundation of 
what is absolutely renowned across Australia as a system of agricultural education second to none, instead of 
stripping out the directorate within the Department of Education so there is no oversight or anyone who is an 
advocate for them so it makes it much easier to skim over the importance of that when that information comes up. 
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They are spread across disparate sites and there is no opportunity for them to advocate up the chain within the 
department any longer because that person has been removed. They all feel the pressure now because they 
understand the importance of what they are doing on those individual sites in growing our next crop of people to 
work in that very important sector. Certainly, it is nothing more than a cash grab from their perspective and from 
the perspective of the community because that has been a wonderful resource for them—basically to be 
self-sufficient from government. Yet when Treasury or the government was trying to scrape together funds to pay 
for its election promises, that pot of money was too good to pass over. As a consequence, a really awful precedent 
has been set and they are worried about whether more money will be taken out of that tomorrow when we read the 
budget. I think they would fully expect further hits into the future. They do not believe it when the Minister for 
Education says that they would never need to go wanting. If there was a requirement for them to invest in a new 
piece of infrastructure or a new piece of equipment, they could come to the department and the minister and request 
that funding. Goodness me! I do not know whether anyone has been through a budget process but that is a difficult 
process to go through. If one individual agricultural college is trying to fight within the Department of Education, 
a behemoth in the budget process, good luck to it. It is simply not the way to be running that budget, and it is an 
attack on a foundation. 

If we move away from education and training into mining and petroleum, we have seen two attempts to introduce 
a gold royalty increase, despite the government promising prior to the election that it would not. It has banned the 
exploration and production of onshore gas. We are expecting that there will be a cut to the exploration and 
incentive scheme. The minister and the Treasurer have all but confirmed that in commentary over the last few 
weeks. If that is not the case, we will be the first to welcome it because the exploration incentive scheme is 
incredibly important to the industry and in creating that pipeline of investment. We sincerely hope that that will 
not be the outcome of the budget when it is brought down tomorrow. 

In relation to other areas of government—we are still in just its first 12 months—we have seen a whole raft of 
projects relating to aged care being supported through royalties for regions. Some were cut completely. I know 
that the member for North West Central has seen some cut completely. Some projects in the member for Moore’s 
electorate were cut. No? It was just mine and the member for North West Central. We did not have entire projects 
cut but we certainly got the hard word from the Minister for Regional Development to hand back some of the 
money so that the government could deliver some savings over really important projects. There was much 
discussion after yesterday’s federal budget about how we can support Australians ageing in place, with residential 
places and additional funding coming from the commonwealth government. In our part of the world—in regional 
Western Australia—we do not have the infrastructure and many of our towns do not have appropriate aged 
housing. Many towns do not have the over-55s housing developments or the smaller housing opportunities that 
people look to when wanting to downsize. We simply do not have that option or affordable housing. Part of what 
royalties for regions had been recognising through the regional development trust and the Regional Development 
Council is this theme across regional Western Australia about how we support our ageing population in our 
communities. A package of projects was put to cabinet. They had started to roll out. Unfortunately, this government 
was elected and it started to put pressure on individual project recipients to hand back some of that money. 
I explained to my community that they are handing it back to assist with budget repair so they should not let any 
minister or member of Parliament come to them and say that it will assist budget repair. It will absolutely not do 
that because $1 billion is sitting in that royalties for regions fund and it needs to be spent on the regions. The 
government is taking money off these recipients to apply to a project in another electorate or a pet project or an 
election commitment. The government has walked away from or discarded the work that had been done by the 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, the development commissions, the regional 
development trusts and the Regional Development Council to bring through a package of projects to deal with 
a common theme across regional Western Australia. That is very disappointing. My community, in particular, and 
others, felt extraordinary pressure to hand that money back to the point that it felt if it did not, the whole lot would 
be taken and it would lose the project entirely. It was not prepared to do that because it had been working 
extraordinarily hard to get the project to where it was ready to go. 
Mr D.T. Redman: They were bullied.  
Ms M.J. DAVIES: They were bullied. That word gets used quite regularly when I meet with constituents across 
the state. They feel that after they have been awarded funding under the previous government, they are being asked 
to hand it back and they are being punished and bullied. That is not the way that the government or individual 
ministers should behave. 
We have seen the removal of the indexation of the Country Age Pension Fuel Card. In real terms, that will be of 
less value as time goes on. That is an extraordinarily valued card in regional WA. We do not have public transport 
networks, the same as our metropolitan counterparts. We have to travel, particularly older community members, 
to access health care and also to remain connected to our family and community. Some of these people live in 
remote parts of the state so they have no choice but to jump in the car or ask someone to drive them. Petrol and 
diesel prices are pretty high. For somebody on a fixed income, any offering of support, much like seniors who live 
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in the Perth metropolitan area who are able to travel for free on the train between particular times, is welcomed. 
They felt that they had contributed to the community in growing their community and this was a way of supporting 
them. That has gone. That is really disappointing. If the government wanted to, it could bring that back very easily. 
It could just index the card and look at the people who are eligible to apply for it. It is a small way of saying to 
a significant cohort in regional Western Australia that this government understands that there are some challenges 
to living in regional WA. 
If we look at transport, we have cuts to projects to upgrade the agricultural lime routes. There was funding for the 
Outback Way, the Wiluna to Meekatharra road and the Busselton–Margaret River Regional Airport. They have all 
been pulled. Our communities have been told that those projects no longer exist. 
We have also seen cuts to the community chest fund and the regional grants scheme. Some may say that these 
funds are nice to have, but I can promise members that the regional grants scheme and the community chest fund 
were some of the best leveraged projects and initiatives that came out of royalties for regions. They created 
communities that encouraged people to stay, allowed employers to attract new employees, and essentially made 
our towns more liveable. The regional grants scheme also assisted in delivering some fairly significant projects. 
All those projects were delivered under key themes that had been developed by our regional development 
commissions. They did a power of work in identifying the comparative advantages in each of those regions. This 
is what we come back to. I think there is some notion that money was just walking out the door without a plan. 
Significant work was done by the development commissions. It was decentralised from government. We were 
always up-front about the fact that we wanted to empower regions to make decisions; they were the people who 
knew their communities and best understood what made them tick. But there was some oversight from the then 
Department of Regional Development and the regional development councils so that when themes were identified 
across the state, we could coordinate and invest appropriately. That does not get talked about when the royalties 
for regions program is discussed. 

Mr M. Hughes interjected. 
Ms M.J. DAVIES: Have I read the Langoulant report? It is not worth the paper it is written on. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
Ms M.J. DAVIES: That is right. It is funny that the member for North West Central should say that. We have not 
quite got to the bottom of this, but there are police movements, and more and more is being reported to us about 
changes, obviously, we suspect, in an effort to fulfil the commitments that were made in the metropolitan area. 
We have not been able to confirm that. There are shifts; resources are being taken from regional Western Australia. 
When the government starts to attack police, education and health projects, it is attacking the foundations of 
regional Western Australia. There might not be very many people out there, but they all pay tax and they all deserve 
to get something back from their government. They absolutely deserve more than just a pittance or a scrap off the 
edge of the table. That is how they feel. They feel like that is what is happening, and that is how they felt in 2008. 
When I first stood in this house when we were in opposition, I said to members opposite that they should think 
very carefully about how they operate in this house as new members. There is a buoyancy that comes with such 
an enormous majority, but that buoyancy can turn to arrogance, and we are not in a position to oppose them on the 
numbers. There is real distress in those communities, and that distress is turning to anger and that anger will turn 
to action. And we are only one year in. 
There are many other examples of what has happened in just the first year of the Labor government. I have a list—
it is a bit like a laundry list—of the things we did in our first year in government. It comes back to the fact that we 
were determined to make sure that regional Western Australia had representation in this place, in cabinet and in 
government decision-making. That is being dismantled step by step. Step by step, this government is walking away 
from the groundwork that has been laid. 
I go to the comments made by the CEO of the City of Karratha at a forum last week. There has been significant 
criticism about some of the investments that we made in the Pilbara. Chris Adams made some very interesting 
comments. He talked about the fact that the government was caught out when the last mining boom occurred. No 
land was available, there was no housing, there was no health infrastructure, there was limited education 
infrastructure and there was no community amenity in that town. Karratha is again on the cusp of something 
significant with the resources sector and growth in that region. His statement to the room was that the city is 
prepared to make the most of what is coming its way. It has none of those impediments to growth—the chaos and 
confusion of having no housing and no land and sky high prices for accommodation, and the inability to counter 
any claims from the mining companies that they need to rely on FIFO. It now has a thriving community that is 
looking to continue to grow and it will survive, whatever population shocks come, much better than it did in the 
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last cycle. That is because we made the decision to invest significantly in a community that drives the state and 
national economies. Although there are criticisms in the Langoulant report, members should visit those 
communities and see what has happened and talk to the people who lived up there pre-investment and think about 
what happens when long-term — 
Mr K.J.J. Michel: I live there. 
Ms M.J. DAVIES: The member for Pilbara would have heard it. He would have heard him say it. It would have 
been a very uncomfortable moment for the member. 
Mr F.M. Logan: Why were you in Karratha? 
Ms M.J. DAVIES: Why was I in Karratha? I was not in Karratha. I was invited to speak at a forum that was hosted 
by the Pilbara Regional Council. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! 
Ms M.J. DAVIES: Key stakeholders talked about the future of the Kimberley and the Pilbara. I was invited to 
participate in that as the Leader of the Nationals. 
Mr F.M. Logan: You’re a key stakeholder, are you?  
Ms M.J. DAVIES: Absolutely, as the Leader of the National Party. 
Mr F.M. Logan: I thought you were in opposition. 
Ms M.J. DAVIES: That is right. I did not notice the member for Pilbara speak. I wonder why. 
Before we move on, because other members have some serious issues to add to the debate, I want to talk about the 
community resource centre network. We know that its funding is going to be cut. This is causing enormous distress 
for our communities. It was very clear from the Labor government’s first budget that this was a target and that the 
Premier did not understand what those centres provide to our communities. He picked up his smartphone and said, 
“Everyone’s got one of these. Why would you need a community resource centre anymore?” That is the height of 
arrogance and clearly shows that neither he nor his members have taken the time to understand what these centres 
provide. The government made the case back then, and it did so again when it decided to cut these services even 
further, that there had been a significant increase in their funding when the Nationals came to government. That is 
absolutely right. Those community resource centres had been operating on a shoestring budget for about 20 years. 
They had the same amount of funding as they did when they started as telecentres. Their prime purpose when they 
started as telecentres was to connect people to the internet, because at that time most people did not have 
a computer in their house and they certainly did not have mobile phones. It was to ensure that our regional 
communities could be connected to emerging technology and that they were not being left behind in that sense. Of 
course, over time the centres have grown to be far more than that. 

When we came to government, each centre received a significant increase as part of a royalties for regions 
investment. We understood that more government services were being digitised, so more and more community 
members were being disfranchised and were not able to access those services, remembering that mobile phone 
services and coverage in regional Western Australia are not always the best. It might be arrogant to say that 
everyone has one of these, and they might, but they do not work. We made a significant investment to try to reduce 
the number of black spots across regional Western Australia, but there are still areas where people are unable to 
access reasonable broadband or mobile services. That remains a challenge for both the state and federal 
governments. If we do not close that gap, regional economies will suffer. Huge numbers of people called me about 
a mobile service that was down over the weekend. Agricultural businesses rely on being able to access markets. 
People need to access 000 calls; emergency services are all contacted by mobile phones. It is life-changing when 
that service is offered to you, but that is not always the case. Part of community resource centres’ role is still to 
provide access to technology to those who do not have it in their own homes. I am unapologetic about that—but 
they are much more. 

When we increased the funding, we recognised that the centres had the opportunity to build capacity within our 
communities. The additional funding allowed them to professionalise their boards and go into training. A big part 
of it was about creating traineeships. It was direct employment. Over 500 people have gone through the training 
program and have been able to go on and get their first jobs or gain employment somewhere else in their 
community or outside the community. As part of this next budget that is under threat, which is most disappointing. 
This government came to power saying that it was going to create jobs, and the loss of the program itself will have 
an impact on creating local employment in our towns with community resource centres. 

Every government agency is shifting to an online profile. CRCs create a portal for our communities to access those 
services. If the centres are not open or available, that will limit people’s ability to engage with government. These 
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communities do not have big local governments. They certainly do not have a Centrelink office or 
a Department of Housing office or a Department of Communities office. Northam is the biggest community in my 
electorate, and it has access to such offices and does not have a community resource centre. It has access to support 
services, businesses and a wider range of amenities. Community resource centres are typically in our smaller 
towns. That is what they offer. A whole raft of training is provided as part of their requirement to deliver 
government services, both from the private sector and government agencies. They also provide online access to 
personal counselling sessions that provides a link for follow-up that is much like the emergency telehealth in our 
hospitals and the telehealth options in the Department of Health. 

There are things you cannot capture in a document to describe how important it is if Mrs Smith needs to come in 
to access Centrelink or to talk to Medicare. If she is an older lady and potentially not conversant with computers 
or understanding the system, our community resource centre coordinators and staff are happy to sit and assist them 
in managing that process. Some people do not have family or the ability to manage that. People in small 
communities look after one another. That is part of what CRCs offer. The centres also assist in attracting funding 
into the community and supporting local government and not-for-profit organisations in their communities such 
as men’s sheds, and St John ambulance, with funding applications. Typically people at the centres are able to assist 
in securing and leveraging funding to support the fundraising that a community can do. The coordinator and the 
staff, supported by the board, work to make sure that the community continues to grow and thrive. Taking those 
opportunities away from these small towns will make it far more difficult. In real terms, it will disadvantage 
individuals and it will have ramifications for not-for-profits and smaller organisations that rely on their support. 
I was at the opening of the men’s shed in Wyalkatchem. The community resource centre and some very engaged 
locals had assisted it in securing a grant. I know that that is the case with many other community resource centres 
across the electorate. The centres work very closely with other organisations on tourism and as a first stop for 
people coming into towns that do not have a visitor centre or someone who staffs it all the time. 

The state government’s proposal that centre staff cut their days back to three days a week makes it difficult for 
some people to access the services and will disadvantage them immediately. That decision will have serious 
ramifications. It is not a significant amount of money and it could easily be reintroduced to the state budget, much 
like the discussion we had about Moora Residential College. The decisions will have an impact on our 
communities. Some of the feedback and media generated as part of the community resource centre support network 
has been interesting. I will go through some of those comments. These people have offered their unprompted 
thoughts on how it will impact them. One comment states— 

… even if CRC’s did only supply internet does Mark McGowan — 

The Premier — 

realise that mobile coverage is not available in rural WA and internet allowances often make it necessary 
for people to use another source of internet when theirs is slowed to almost useless … 

That is from Raelene Hall. Another states — 

not a good look for the premier is it, some regional towns barely have any bandwidth to use internet and 
many old people don’t even have a smart phone. 

A gentleman from Merredin states — 

I have never seen that occur at Our CRC Merredin Community Resource Centre … is a thriving hub of 
staff and volunteers helping our townspeople with all the many many things the Government has been 
taking away and making it harder and harder for the marginalised to manage. Extremely angry. 

Another states — 

How arrogant is the premier of this state. How many government agencies are accessed thru CRC’s … 
Does this mean that you are going to put government agencies in all the towns were that CRC’s are? 

Another — 

So the government is going to fix all the internet issues and blackspots — 

And ensure — 

that we have power all the time- so we never have to use our CRC again?!? … What about people that 
use it to print documents, or help with Medicare … 

Another — 
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The CRC in my town have trainings, social events, driving license tests are sat there as its the only facility 
that can cater for it. There are printing equipment that is needed by small business that the nearest facilities 
are not CRC is over 120km away … we do not need it apparently. 

I will summarise some of the words used—“incompetent”, “out of touch”, “arrogance”, “belligerent”, “ignorance” 
and “no idea”. One person has invited the Premier to spend a week with him north of Mukinbudin in my electorate 
to find out how and when we get the service. Other comments are—“arrogance”, “a mobile phone signal would 
be helpful”, “surely he was kidding” and “How arrogant can they be as a government?” This is the feedback we 
are getting from the community just about CRCs. It would be so simple to reverse the decision and provide those 
people with support. The CRC is a representation of all the things people feel are being taken from them by this 
government in such a short period. The challenge is that they are now fearful of what is coming next. The state 
budget will be tomorrow. Nothing that has happened in the first 12 months gives people any confidence they will 
be looked after or that there is any light at the end of the tunnel. 

We acknowledge some of the really big projects. I was happy to see that there was funding in the federal budget for 
the Myalup–Wellington project and that the state government has maintained funding for that. That is a significant 
project for the south west. That will be an amazing opportunity to drive economic change throughout the region. But 
those projects are few and far between. I have to say that it was us who took the project to the federal government 
and drove it through the Water for Food program. If I start to talk about Water for Food and water investment, I will 
get to projects like the Gascoyne master plan project, in which we looked at how we could maximise opportunities 
for Carnarvon growers in the community. We talked in this house today about the government’s attempt to hold off 
on making the next big investment in water infrastructure. We had a program that looked at how we could improve 
water efficiency in our regions, where it is very expensive to deliver water. There is an enormous capital requirement. 
This was about investing to ensure that we could maximise the infrastructure in those towns, including run-off from 
Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd buildings and schools, storing it and providing a bit of pump infrastructure, and then 
we could get local governments off scheme water by allowing them to use that captured and stored water on their 
green open spaces. That was enormously successful and was leveraged by funding from the community and other 
organisations, but it exists no more. No longer can farmers access farm water grants if they are on the scheme. That 
was something that had been asked for many, many times by farmers and producers who were trying to become more 
self-sufficient and not rely on scheme water, which is very expensive. They were looking to be included in that farm 
water grant scheme, but the first thing the new Minister for Water did was to take them off that scheme so the program 
has gone back to the original settings. 

I would have thought that if the government had an agenda of avoiding expenditure in major infrastructure to 
create and deliver water, small investments in programs like that would allow our communities to become more 
self-sufficient and assist our schools to free up some of their budget. It might surprise some members, but in 
regional Western Australia some schools have no option but to use scheme water and they have to pay their water 
bills out of their own budget. It takes a big portion out of their budget. If the government could work with them to 
try to link in with community water schemes through which they could maximise capture and storage, like they 
have in Beverley, Wongan Hills and other communities, where I have seen it work very well, it would be an 
opportunity for the government to avoid expenditure in really expensive infrastructure. Nobody likes the thought 
of having to create more desalinated water and pumping it down the goldfields pipeline, which is the most 
expensive scheme in regional Western Australia. 
There have been opportunities for this government to maintain that investment, but it has come in and tried to claw 
back that funding so it can fund its own election promises. Nobody begrudges new governments having different 
priorities, but I have to say that regional Western Australians feel that they are bearing the brunt of the majority of 
the government’s decisions. A big part of that is the shuffling of the decks on royalties for regions. There is 
a smaller amount available every year to drive those really exciting projects, like the Collie–Wellington project 
and the southern forests project that we were talking about for Manjimup–Pemberton. The government could invest 
in turbocharging groundwater investigations across the state to unlock investment from the private sector. They 
are the sorts of things royalties for regions was used to deliver, along with a lot of other really important community 
services and infrastructure in our towns. There is less money available in those projects — 
Ms S.F. McGurk: Member, did you mention our contribution to wheatbelt child care? 
Ms M.J. DAVIES: I have not, but I met with Jill Cameron the other day and I am extraordinarily supportive of 
that. I know Lotterywest has put funding in as well and there is still some funding for that project — 
Ms S.F. McGurk: As the state government has; $1.5 million. 
Ms M.J. DAVIES: Absolutely. The minister has no argument from me on that. I met with her earlier this week and 
I fully intend to write to her to say that if there is anything I can do to support it, I will; it is something I was very 
passionate about when I was in government, and I remain so, because that is something that will really support the 
sustainability of those services. Once the Tasmanian model has been proven to work, we hope there will be funding 
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to transpose that model to other areas of the state, because it is really valuable. I am happy to give credit where credit 
is due; these are baselines for communities—child care, health care, education. They are the deal-breakers in retaining 
people in our towns, so I thank the minister very much; I put that on the record right now. That is a really important 
project, not only for my electorate but also for the rest of the state, if we can get it right. 
But I have to say, there are few bright lights amongst what most community members feel are extraordinarily 
difficult times. There is enormous nervousness about what is to come in tomorrow’s state budget. That is certainly 
what has been fed back to me as I travel across the state. At the Pilbara Kimberley Forum there was enormous 
buoyancy around the projects it thinks it can achieve, but the biggest question is how they can be funded, and it is 
certainly not seeing how it can partner with government to drive some of those projects. It is very challenging to 
realise some of them without support and funding from government departments. That was the beauty of royalties 
for regions, and it was done as part of a planned approach. I know that members opposite do not believe that and 
that they are intent on making sure it is whitewashed out of most of the government’s conversation before the next 
election, but I can tell members that in our communities it fundamentally changed the way they viewed their 
relationship with government, because they felt acknowledged. They do not feel like that now; they feel let down 
and under attack, and they feel like they are bearing the brunt of this government’s decisions. We certainly have 
nothing but trepidation about what is to be announced tomorrow. I hope we are wrong; I hope there is some good 
news, but the first 12 to 14 months tells me that we are in for significant disappointment. 
MR V.A. CATANIA (North West Central) [4.55 pm]: At the beginning of the year I spoke about three per cent 
and eight seats, and I thought that maybe this year it would be four per cent and 10 seats. I refer to the polling 
results in The Sunday Times; I am sure members opposite have looked at it. It shows swings of 12.2 per cent in 
Jandakot; 11.6 per cent in Swan Hills; 10.8 per cent in Southern River; and 9.9 per cent in Belmont. It goes on. 
Mr D.T. Punch interjected. 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: Bunbury is in there; you have made the cut! Well done. 
The member for Balcatta is a very good member, but unfortunately he has been caught up in this as well. 
Joondalup, Murray–Wellington, Southern River, Wanneroo, Forrestfield, Swan Hills—the poll shows swings from 
9.9 per cent to 12.2 per cent. Four per cent? The government is really achieving the swing I predicted against 
government backbenchers in this chamber. 
Mr D.T. Redman: You can see the ducks in the shooting gallery! 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: That is right, they are all lined up and are being popped off one by one. I see this as 
a tsunami. After only 14 months we are seeing a swing against the backbenchers. I thought there would be eight, 
but the polling in The Sunday Times, shows 12 seats are already in jeopardy. 

Mr D.T. Redman: The only will get is to keep some of their privileges. 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: I told the member for Southern River that he can still come back here and use the dining 
room and the gym. Members will probably want to use the gym after they leave this place. 
The point I am making is that we are already seeing the tide turn. Why? Because the government has made stupid 
errors like the one with Schools of the Air at the end of last year and the backflip the Premier had to make to 
reinstate Schools of the Air. We still have ongoing issues with the camp schools, like the one in Dampier; the 
member for Pilbara is not here. There are camp schools closing down all around regional Western Australia and 
in Perth. I saw the government’s advert to see if anyone wanted to pick up the camp schools. Real estate agents 
like to put signs up everywhere to make it look like there are lots of houses for sale, but there is only one. Perhaps 
the government can run around the communities and put signs up to say that there are camp schools for sale—who 
would like to buy them? 
Moora Residential College is another issue. All of regional Western Australia is right behind the people of 
Moora — 
Dr D.J. Honey: And Perth. 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: And Perth; I am getting to that. They support keeping that residential college. That is what 
is happening. I talked before about a three per cent swing against Labor, and now we are talking an up to 
12.2 per cent swing—the member for Bunbury is caught up in that—and this is obviously having an effect on 
places in Perth, as the member for Cottesloe rightly pointed out. A couple of by-elections over the next few months 
will be interesting. I think there will be three by-elections in three Labor-held seats here in Western Australia. To 
me, they are really referendums on where things are at for the government. As I said, there are the Schools of the 
Air, camp schools, Moora Residential College, boarding away from home — 
Mr D.T. Punch: Forty thousand million! 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: I want to come to that. The member for Bunbury can keep saying that—he who is captured 
in that 12.2 per cent swing. I think on average the overall swing 4.3 per cent to six per cent. The member for 
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Bunbury is gone! The Labor government has raided the agricultural trust funds. The government’s critique is much 
like Tony Abbott when he said, “Stop the boats; we’re stopping the boats.” We heard that over and over again—
“Stop the boats.” We hear, “You created the debt—forty thousand million, forty thousand million.” People are 
starting to get sick of it because the government has no answer to reduce debt. In fact, the government is increasing 
debt by $2.5 billion. It is increasing the debt, not paying it off. What really hurts the people — 
Mr D.T. Punch: Forty thousand million! 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: The member for Bunbury can keep saying that, because he loses one per cent every time he 
says it. 
Regional Western Australia is losing out. Royalties for regions is dead under the Labor government. It is only 
there by name, like on a tombstone. It is dead. Royalties for regions is dead under Labor. It has taken the Labor 
government 14 months to rewind and undo all the good work that the Liberal and National Parties did in 
government over the last eight years—14 months. 
I look at health facilities in the electorate of North West Central, my electorate. Tom Price Hospital in my electorate 
has gone, Meekatharra Hospital has gone, Mt Magnet nursing post has gone, Paraburdoo nursing post has gone 
and aged care in Carnarvon has been reduced from 38 beds to 21 or 19 beds; we will see whether it is in the budget 
tomorrow. The government cannot even fund two nurses in places like Yalgoo or Cue. Members of the department 
stood up in Cue Parliament a few weeks ago and said that they could not even justify having one nurse in places 
like Yalgoo and Cue, let alone two. That is the problem. The mindset is that if a place does not have the population, 
it does not deserve to have services. That is resonating right across Western Australia and it is clearly having an 
effect on seats in Perth, judging by the polling done by ReachTEL. 
Dr D.J. Honey: It was a major topic in the by-election. 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: Yes, the last by-election was won by the Liberal Party. The member for Cottesloe was out 
there doorknocking and listening to people, something that is clearly not happening with the Labor Party. Let me 
tell the Labor Party that there are three by-elections coming up and it will get a realisation of where it sits. The 
Labor government has no plan. It is cutting from regional Western Australia and increasing debt. 
I turn to emergency services, and I am glad to see the member for Pilbara here. He has said nothing about the 
Dampier water police being taken away from his electorate—nothing. He has said nothing about Dampier camp 
school. What does the member for Pilbara have against Dampier? I turn to the struggles of the Wiluna town bush 
fire brigade. I have spoken to the Minister for Emergency Services, so I am not going to give him a hard time 
because I think we are on the same page. Regional towns in Western Australia, particularly in my electorate—
very remote towns such as Wiluna—struggle to try to get the attention of governments in general, but trying to get 
the attention of this government is near on impossible. This affects every facet of operation of government, even 
community resource centres. Those in Meekatharra, Cue, Tom Price and Shark Bay have all had cuts. They are all 
small towns providing a service to those who do not have the smartphones or internet connections. They are there 
for people to get their licences, because there is no licensing centre in those places, as the CRCs provide that 
service for the community. It is going to be a struggle for them to survive. The Minister for Regional Development 
made an excuse. I do not like saying “Minister for Regional Development”, because “regional development” 
means doing something that is productive that develops regional Western Australia. This minister has done the 
complete opposite. We should call her the “minister for dismantling regional Western Australia; dismantling 
royalties for regions” as she is killing royalties for regions off and keeping it in name only, like on a tombstone. 
That is what the minister is all about. It is upsetting. It takes three weeks to go around just over half of my electorate 
to visit those towns. People in those towns are scratching their heads and asking: where can we get any grants to 
do anything? Royalties for regions filled that void. People in those places are now saying that Lotterywest will not 
have a bar of them and they are asking where they can go in government. There is no avenue for small regional 
towns, any regional town, to get any funding. 

Speaking about Wiluna, when there is no bush fire brigade, it is critical that there is the appropriate infrastructure 
to cater for that community. The funding for the Wiluna–Meekatharra road, which was funded under the previous 
government, has been cut by the McGowan Labor government; that was $60 million to finish off the sealing of 
the Wiluna–Meekatharra road. There are some issues in the town of Wiluna due to the inability to purchase alcohol. 
Issues are developing from that, and obviously people travel out of town to buy alcohol. They travel out of town 
from Wiluna to Meekatharra to buy their grog. One of the problems with that is people are travelling 
186 kilometres, and some of the road is sealed but the majority of it is not. It is not sealed for 120 kilometres. It is 
dangerous. When there is not a fully equipped bush fire brigade in Wiluna to cater for road accidents that happen 
from time to time, there is a problem. There is a problem in Wiluna. There has been $60 million taken out of the 
budget—money that was previously delivered by royalties for regions and it has now been moved somewhere else, 
perhaps into Metronet or a new school in Perth; it is not in regional Western Australia. That money has disappeared. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 9 May 2018] 

 p2411b-2436a 
Ms Mia Davies; Mr Vincent Catania; Mr Shane Love; Mr Terry Redman; Mr Peter Rundle; Mr Ian Blayney 

 [11] 

Not only have infrastructure, health, education and roads been affected, but also arts. I know that the Minister for 
Culture and the Arts is extremely passionate about this area. I brought up with him issue of funding for the 
Gascoyne in May festivals being cut. There is traditionally $200 000 of royalties for regions money to provide 
a service, not just in visual arts, but to involve the community—people who had issues in their lives—in culture 
and the arts. The goalposts have suddenly moved. I have taken that up with the minister. The goalposts have moved 
to where that program has only half the funding, and that is really inhibiting. The program organisers now have to 
sell tickets to raise the rest of the funds. 

Today I received a letter from the organisers of Murchison Astrofest. It normally gets $20 000 of royalties for 
regions money, but, “Sorry; you’re out—gone”, on the eve of the budget. It may not mean much to members in 
this chamber, but Murchison Astrofest played an really important role for that community and attracted a lot of 
visitors. The Square Kilometre Array is in that region and plays a huge part in developing and looking at what is 
happening beyond the earth. I thought the government would have committed those funds to ensure that it could 
keep going, because it provides tourism and awareness of the billions of dollars that have been invested in the 
SKA. There is the potential for federal funding to have a space agency based in Western Australia, in the 
Murchison. I hope the state government will fight for the money released in the federal budget to develop a space 
agency. It is for the state government to fight for it and have it in the area we have already invested in for space 
research and the SKA. Carnarvon played a role in the first man landing on the moon. 

Members, I have been looking at the commitments made during the election by the then McGowan Labor 
opposition, and what has now been taken away. A commitment of $3 million was made for the building of a new 
police and community youth centre in Carnarvon. I cannot see where that has gone. I wonder whether it will be in 
the budget tomorrow? I cannot see it, but I live in hope that it will be there tomorrow. A commitment of 
$150 000 was made towards a men’s shed in Tom Price. I have not heard about that; it is not in the budget. Those 
two commitments made to my electorate during election time have not come to fruition 14 months after the 
government was elected; they are not in the budget. When I added up all the projects and infrastructure, I did not 
even go down the path of looking at government departments and agencies and the full-time equivalents that are 
being cut in the regions. It is just a double whammy. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: Looking at it, how can we not think that this Labor government is anti–regional 
Western Australia? Polling shows that the actions — 

Mr D.T. Punch interjected. 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: I cannot wait until you get up, member for Bunbury who is facing somewhere up to 
a 12.2 per cent swing against him — 

Mr K. Michel interjected. 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: — and I cannot wait for the member for Pilbara to get up and say a few words and defend 
his government which has taken away the Dampier water police and Dampier camp school. We will all just see 
what he has to say for that community. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: I look forward to him standing. 
Members, we are a year down, with three to go. Royalties for regions has been killed off by the McGowan Labor 
government and the minister for anti–regional development. That is the problem; we just cannot afford another 
three years. Three by-elections; three years to go. It will be interesting to see what occurs in those by-elections and 
see how Labor fares. Looking at the polling, members, I thought three per cent at the start of the year, four at the 
end of 2018, and we are marching on to five and six come 2021 and beyond. Christmas is coming a lot sooner. 
Often when there is a visit from a Christmas grinch—which is what Premier Mark McGowan was for regional 
education before Christmas this year—it is followed by a good Christmas, I reckon. The good Christmas is the 
fact that the polling shows that the cuts to regional Western Australia are not only having an effect on regional 
Western Australia and the lives of people who live there, but also resonating and having an effect on people in 
Perth. People got sick of “Stop the boats, stop the boats, stop the boats.” People are getting sick of “Forty thousand 
million dollars, forty thousand million dollars, forty thousand million dollars.” Look what happened to the person 
who kept saying, “Stop the boats.” We all know that people are getting sick and tired of this side of the house 
being blamed. 
Mr D.T. Punch: We’re waiting for your apology. 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: Absolutely blaming—this government has no plan. 
Mr F.M. Logan: We haven’t started yet. 
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Mr V.A. CATANIA: I know this government has not yet started, because tomorrow it will announce that Landgate 
will be sold. How is that a fix, Minister for Emergency Services? Perhaps that is the only way that Wiluna will get 
its new fire truck. Perhaps that is the way we might get back that billion dollars of royalties for regions each year, 
but I do not think so. I know that if the government sells off Landgate, that money will not go into retiring any 
debt. That money will go into ensuring that Metronet can be built. That means the government will then have to 
pay to get the services that Landgate currently provides. The government will create uncertainty and concern in 
the community by that privatisation, after going to the election saying that it would not privatise any government 
assets. We will see that that is not the case. The Premier will not rule out the sale of Landgate. Talk about 
hypocrisy! Talk about going to the election saying one thing and doing another, and the criticism that the Premier 
had of Barry Urban! What is the difference in the Labor Party going to an election saying, “We’re not going to 
privatise”, and suddenly changing its mind on privatisation? How will that fare with the punters in 
Western Australia who voted for the Labor Party that was against privatisation. Privatising an important asset that 
is the cornerstone of our economy, being Landgate, which keeps secure our titles registry—your house, my house, 
everyone’s house—could undo that security. It is concerning that we could lose that important information to 
foreign investment or whoever may want to purchase that information and sell it off. There is no guarantee that 
our titles registry will be protected if the government privatises it. There have been problems in New South Wales, 
where the cost of buying that information back off the company that purchased its Landgate is having an effect. 
I urge the Labor government not to privatise or even contemplate going down the path of privatising Landgate 
tomorrow because we cannot risk our titles being in the hands of a company with only the aim of making profit 
by selling that information. We will not be able to control where it is sold. Members, I would be concerned. On 
this side of the house, from the Nationals’ point of view, we will fight that all the way. We will not let Landgate 
be sold. Going into the election we had an alternative to ensure that government members did not have to stand up 
and talk about forty thousand million dollars. That is what people are getting sick of. We had a plan to ensure that 
we can keep operating as a government and not see these cuts to regional Western Australia. The government is 
refusing to even look at that plan, and that is why it looks at opportunities such as Landgate. There is a major 
concern over even contemplating the sale of Landgate when there is an alternative. There are other assets, if it is 
going down that path. Perhaps the effect of the union movement and the Labor Party’s involvement with the unions 
prevents it from looking at a lot of the other assets that it should be looking at and where it can put protections in 
place because it is physical infrastructure. 
Mr F.M. Logan: I remember those; those are the ones that helped you get preselected and they funded your 
election campaign. 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: No; was it the pipes that you blew up when you were Minister for Energy? I cannot 
remember; it blacked out the whole state. Was that it? Was that Varanus Island? 
Mr F.M. Logan: Were you in the same state? I don’t remember getting blacked out. 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: You do not remember being blacked out? That is interesting; everyone else in Western Australia 
does. 

Mr F.M. Logan: Read the report, there was no power loss at all. None. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: You cannot turn it on, so there is no loss. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister, I am on my feet. I will call you! 

Mr F.M. Logan: You cannot even get your facts straight. 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: I remember the front page of The West Australian that showed the city and there was one 
little light on in the city. Next time I stand up I will get that out for the minister and I will show him that picture 
of the city. We had to conserve energy, so everyone had to turn off the lights. 

Mr D.T. Redman: That was a candle in a house in Swanbourne. 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: No, they had to put a candle on top of a building to make sure a plane would not fly into it. 
Anyway, the Minister for Emergency Services is renowned for how he can deal with pipes, energy, blackouts and 
so forth. 

Getting back to it, the Labor Party went to the election saying no to privatisation and that it was going to solve the 
cost of regional flights. What has happened? Nothing at all. The committee has produced a very good report for 
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Parliament. It is an excellent report and it has all the information in there. I think the recommendations are a little 
light-on and miss the mark, but the government has not made any moves to reduce the cost of regional flights. Can 
members see the theme? “Do not believe anything we say in opposition because when we get into government we 
will change our mind.” That is what has happened. 

Members, upon reflection I was wrong at the start of the year about a three per cent swing on eight seats. I was 
clearly wrong; I was out considerably. I was not expecting those swings of up to 12.2 per cent for the 10 members 
who were listed in The Sunday Times. I apologise—three per cent was probably giving members some false hope, 
but now when there is such a large swing happening against Labor, Labor members have to be worried. They have 
to start questioning the leadership in the party: “Are we making the right decisions? Should we fund Moora 
college? Should we make sure that camp schools stay in the hands of government? Should we ensure that 
those hospitals that were cut are funded? Should we not cut community resource centres?” That is what is going 
to be in the back of government members’ minds now. Perhaps the Premier is preoccupied. When it comes to forty 
thousand million dollars, perhaps that is all he has. Perhaps government members got a cardboard cut-out that can 
only say, “forty thousand million dollars” with no plan and a glass jaw. He is a cardboard cut-out because there is 
nothing behind him, and members have to start standing up because the hierarchy of the Labor Party is clearly 
willing to cut some seats, and when it has 40 seats, it can afford a bit of collateral. The problem is, I do not think 
anyone would have expected a 12.2 per cent swing against a few seats. Member for Bunbury, I would be worried. 
It would be interesting to see the polling for the seats of Collie, Albany and the Pilbara, because that will be very 
interesting and telling. At 14 months in, we have had the biggest hit in our lives in regional Western Australia. We 
cannot afford another three years of Labor because who knows, I think the roads on the Darling Scarp are going 
to be torn up by the way that this Labor government is looking at regional Western Australia. 

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore) [5.26 pm]: We just heard from the member for North West Central about some of the 
politics of the current situation and the demise of any credibility of the current government in regional WA. Its 
members have only to go down the streets of Moora or any community in my electorate and they will be told in 
no uncertain terms how disappointed people are in the state government of Western Australia and how it seems to 
be unfairly targeting people within the regions on every issue. We have seen the complete demise of the royalties 
for regions program as any sort of a meaningful program in Western Australia. I know it is being kept as a budget 
item; the Treasurer indicated today that it is just state government funding and it is not a special fund or a different 
program. Actually, it is an act of Parliament that states that that money needs to be put aside, spent for the regions 
and put into regional Western Australia. But that money is not being pushed out the door, it is not being used. 
Money will flow back into the coffers of the state government and will be used to fund projects in Perth—the pet 
Metronet project principally among them—and to also pay for things such as the recurrent expenditure for public 
servants and some of the subsidies on water. We heard the Minister for Water today talking about whether members 
on this side are opposed to the subsidisation of water in country areas. We do not think that is an appropriate use 
of royalties for regions, but that is what the government’s last budget put forward. Tomorrow we will have the 
next instalment of that budget and I firmly expect that in the further out years we will see even more royalties for 
regions being put aside to pay for the standard operating costs of the state of Western Australia in country areas. 
It is a very handy way for the Labor government to spend money in its own seats in metropolitan areas especially, 
and on a few pet projects in some seats that it might hold. I have no problem if the government spends money in 
Bunbury, Albany or Collie. They are regional areas and they certainly deserve some expenditure, but I take 
exception to when programs in seats such as mine and those of the members for North West Central, Roe and my 
other colleagues have their programs slashed for no apparent reason other than a cost saving measure to return 
some money to the state. 
The fate of rural education under this government, the savage attack that took place just before Christmas on rural 
education and the reaction in regional WA towards that particular attack has been highlighted here often by me 
and others. The iconic School of the Air was faced with not just a cutback but being completely removed from the 
landscape of education in Western Australia without any thought about what would be put in its place. We saw 
the on-the-run development of what the Schools Of Isolated Distance Education might turn into to fill the gaps 
that would be left behind because of that attack on the School of the Air.  
Thankfully, I think thanks to the revulsion of people across the state, including in the city, the cut to that program 
was reversed and Schools of the Air was saved. Schools of the Air would not have been saved and it would not be 
here if not for the reaction of regional people and their very good local members who are not from the government 
side of the chamber. Otherwise, Schools of the Air would not be here. 
Similarly, we saw an attack on Moora Residential College. In the last year of the previous government, I was very 
pleased to be present when $8.7 million of investment from royalties for regions was announced for 
Moora Residential College to upgrade it and take it forward for the next 50 years or so to provide a reasonable and 
cost-effective accommodation alternative for people in that area. Not only was that expenditure taken away, but 
as part of the announced education cuts across the state the college was mooted for closure. It has to be said that 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 9 May 2018] 

 p2411b-2436a 
Ms Mia Davies; Mr Vincent Catania; Mr Shane Love; Mr Terry Redman; Mr Peter Rundle; Mr Ian Blayney 

 [14] 

the people of Moora put up a stern defence and when it was announced that the loss of Schools of the Air and the 
closure of the Northam Residential College were overturned, the people of Moora anxiously waited to hear the 
announcement that Moora similarly would be saved, but for some strange reason the college, with three times as 
many students, was shut. At the end of this year, that college will close and presumably there is no plan for it to 
ever re-open. That will leave a huge hole in educational opportunities for people within my electorate and the areas 
just beyond, especially Murchison and other areas. People went to that college for a reason—it offered the 
educational choice they wanted for the children. I have heard members on the government side of the chamber say 
that a lot of people send their children to Perth and to other places. People make a lot of choices of where to send 
their children when they are put in that position, based on a range of issues. It might be based on their own income, 
on a place they feel is more homely for their children, on where they have some family or that a school offers the 
particular type of education that they seek for their children. It is not one size fits all and every family makes a big 
decision when children hit that age—now it is only 11.5 years of age when a child needs to find a school to go 
to—and that decision has not been made any easier for the people who have been using Moora Residential College. 
The campaign that the Moora community has put in place is to be commended. It has been a huge effort, it has 
gained notice across the state and across the nation, and pretty well everybody knows about it. Everybody is 
concerned about it except for a handful of people who sit in this room and the other chamber across the way. They 
do not seem to be listening to or caring about what happens in regional areas. They seem to think that perhaps 
there is too much choice in education in the central midlands, but if members look at the statistics and the outcomes 
for regional students, across the board they are lower. Regional students have lower attainment of qualifications 
in year 12, fewer of them are able to go to university and fewer of them get good scores at school. To put extra 
barriers in the way of those students is unforgivable because it has ramifications for not only next year and the 
year after but for decades and generations to come. I know that some members across the way personally feel very 
uncomfortable about this, but feeling uncomfortable about it is not good enough; we need some pressure on 
government ministers to change this decision. I think the people of Moora will be looking to the budget tomorrow 
with a glimmer of hope that maybe the government has had a change of heart, maybe the government is listening 
and maybe the government will show some level of concern for the education of their children and for the future 
of their community and it might put some money aside. A few hundred thousand dollars is all that is required to 
keep that college open to maintain that education alternative into the future. Down the track, when the economy 
returns and there is more capacity to invest more, yes, it would be great if we could invest and completely rebuild 
the college, but at the moment I think the community would be very hopeful that the budget will at least put those 
few hundred thousand dollars in to keep the doors open for the next few years to keep that opportunity for children 
in the area. 
Within country areas things like education are very big drivers of communities and very big, I suppose, influencers 
on the ability of communities to thrive. Another institution that has become very important, which the member for 
Central Wheatbelt has already highlighted very well, is the community resource centres. Community resource 
centres and their roles have developed greatly since the days when they were put in place mainly to provide an 
internet connection or a way for people to get to the outside world in the days when that type of technology was 
only getting off the ground and opportunities in regional areas were especially short. Those sort of opportunities 
are still tighter in regional areas and for some people CRCs still serve as a portal for internet access. It is still an 
important part of what they do, but they do very much more. Last week, I journeyed through some of my electorate 
and had a look at three community resource centres. I was adding up in my head before I stood up and I think 
I have about 17 CRCs in my electorate. I went to look at three CRCs, in Perenjori, Morawa and Mingenew. The 
community in Perenjori has made its CRC the hub of the community. Not only does the CRC provide a portal for 
people to access Centrelink and other government services and a place where people can come together and drive 
community projects, but it is also the post office, a place where a lot of local produce can be highlighted and sold, 
and a place of interest, because, through the efforts of the local community, it is has a magnificent little coffee 
shop attached to it next door. Members might sneer and say, “So what”, but it is a long way from Perenjori, down 
through Latham to the roadhouses at Wubin to get a cup of coffee. The Wheat Bean Café at Perenjori does 
a magnificent coffee. They had a barista come and train a number of local people to make really, really good 
coffee. If members are ever out looking at the wildflowers out that way, drop into the Wheat Bean Café and support 
the Perenjori community. 

Ms M.J. Davies: It brings tourism into the town. 

Mr R.S. LOVE: Tourism is very, very important in that area. I think people associate tourism with the coastal 
areas of my electorate, places like Kalbarri, Lancelin and Jurien Bay et cetera, but nowadays with the wildflower 
season especially there is a long season when tourists predominate in those areas. We see little businesses kick up 
and take some advantage of that extra business. A lot of volunteers get involved in things like running tourist 
information services and providing an experience with tourists when they get out that way to look at the lovely 
wildflowers and experience a very nice time of the year in the grain growing areas of the state. 
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Mr D.A. Templeman: Is Mingenew in your area? 

Mr R.S. LOVE: Yes. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: The Coalseam national park — 

Mr R.S. LOVE: Yes, it is a beautiful place. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: I’ve been there a number of times. I could tell you a few stories about the Coalseam. 

Mr R.S. LOVE: Yes Coalseam Conservation Park is great, but all that country north of Mingenew is really quite 
special. It is a different sort of country that is very popular with visitors. 

The Mingenew CRC is one that I visited. I thank the minister for making that leap in my brain to Mingenew. 
Mingenew is relatively close to a larger town called Dongara. The dynamics of the two towns are that Dongara is 
a very large retirement community. A very large percentage of the population are retirees in Dongara and that 
community is very much the focus of services for aged people. 

Once upon a time, the home and community care services that serve Dongara also served Mingenew and provided 
day activities et cetera for seniors in the Mingenew community. However, due to the growth in numbers and 
demand in Dongara, those services have become less and the community resource centre is providing—without 
any government assistance; purely out of its own resources—one-day-a-week activities for older citizens. That is 
not only very, very important for their mental health, but also for people to know that the community supports 
aged people. I think communities supporting their own aged people is very much a driver that we can look at in 
the future. It not only means that the older people can stay in the community, but also provides employment for 
some of the younger people to look after those older citizens. The CRC undertakes that very important function. 

At the other end of the spectrum, the childcare centre in Mingenew is also run by the CRC. Mingenew has one of 
the most dynamic younger communities that we find in country WA. When farmers in Mingenew are doing farm 
succession planning, it is not about the sons coming onto the farm; it is about the children. Many of the daughters 
of farmers are becoming farmers in their own right. They are not farmers’ wives; they are not some attachment to 
the farm business. They own the business and it is their business. It is a very progressive and very engaged 
community. However, those women would find it difficult to do that without a good childcare service. The 
childcare service is very, very important and any threat to that service that comes about through defunding the 
CRCs would have some very, very serious consequences for the community that would go well beyond what the 
Premier may think of a mobile phone being able to replace a community centre. The CRC in Mingenew is 
providing aged care, child care and a post office and a range of other services. 

These centres are the hub of the community. It is true that they have received some extra money over the years 
because they did not have enough before to do the functions that the community requires. They have grown to do 
the functions that the community requires. The growth in funding was tied to the expectation that they would 
deliver services linked to economic and community development. A range of clear and transparent indicators was 
put in place so that the CRCs could bid for those services and continue to provide services that are relevant to their 
communities.  

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr D.T. Punch interjected. 

Mr R.S. LOVE: I am sorry that the member for Bunbury does not want to hear it. 

That funding was not simply a carte blanche to provide things that were not required. They had to demonstrate 
that those services were being used. A transparent program was put in place and that has been replaced by, if you 
like, a bit of a sub just to keep the doors open a few days a week. It is not linked to the services that they need to 
provide at all. 

As I said, we saw some savage cuts in the previous budget, especially to the royalties for regions program. One of 
the areas that I think is particularly concerning is a cut from a program that had been announced of $18.4 million 
of royalties for regions funding for the Northam–Pithara Road. That road has the potential to be a very important 
economic road because it links the Great Eastern Highway with the Great Northern Highway without going 
through Perth. 

Ms M.J. Davies: It is a goat track. 

Mr R.S. LOVE: Yes, it is a dangerous goat track. It is one vehicle wide in places. It has very large trucks on it. It 
has drop-offs of a good foot or so between the bitumen and the gravel shoulders and it is a very, very dangerous 
road. I was just recently reading some correspondence from the Shire of Dalwallinu about its concerns about the 
condition of the road. That program would have not only greatly increased safety on that road, but also helped the 
economy of the state of Western Australia and taken some pressure off roads in Perth. People would not have to 
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go down Greenmount with some of the loads. People can avoid the metropolitan area and keep some of the heavier 
traffic out in the country areas. I would have thought that this metro-based government that seems to be concerned 
only with what happens in Perth would be keen to see a reduction in the number of heavy vehicles coming through 
the suburban areas of Midland and the Swan Valley. If the government is at all interested in road funding and 
helping, as has been said numerous times, it should repurpose royalties for regions for important things such as 
building roads. Here is a road. We had it in the budget and this government took it away. Please consider putting 
it back tomorrow. We have also heard that the lime route funding has been taken away. Other funding that would 
have been available for agricultural roads has also been taken away—significant amounts. We are talking tens of 
millions of dollars being stripped from what would have been available. 

I am also hearing vague whispers that the Western Australian Local Government Association is concerned about 
the next round of road funding through the regional road groups. It is not royalties for regions but some of that 
money that is, supposedly, taken as a percentage of the licence fees on every vehicle in Western Australia. It 
appears that that again is set for a cutback. Last time I looked, there were no fewer roads or less traffic in regional 
WA, and the roads did not look much better since the last time I looked before that. They certainly need to be 
maintained and local governments need that assistance, because not every local government road is used by only 
the ratepayers. A lot of roads are interconnectors between highways or towns. There are some roads of state 
significance in there and those funds need to be kept going because we cannot afford to let the infrastructure in 
regional WA, especially in transport, collapse. It has to be kept to a standard; otherwise, the cost to go back and to 
make good all the losses that have taken place would be exorbitant and impractical. 

As opposed to in some of the older wheatbelt areas, there is a great lack of infrastructure in the provision of health 
services within much of my electorate, especially in the coastal and peri-urban areas in the south of the electorate. 
There is also a lack of infrastructure in the midwest where there is, if you like, the dominance of Geraldton. 
I understand that the Geraldton Regional Hospital has to be improved because that is fundamental to the provision of 
health services right throughout the midwest section of my electorate, but under the previous government the 
Mid West Development Commission developed a midwest health plan. It is a very comprehensive document that 
outlines the steps necessary. It was done by health professionals, not a bunch of shire councillors or something. That 
plan looked at the position of Geraldton and the services it provided and how that tied into the outlying communities. 

One of the areas that the report looked at in some detail was workforce development. I represent the towns of 
Kalbarri, Northampton, Mullewa, Morawa, Dongara and all those communities that have health centres outside 
Geraldton. They have a consistent problem with getting adequately trained staff in the area. Some of the 
communities on the coast coincidentally have an unemployment problem. To me it seems odd that there is not, 
and has not been, sufficient training of local people to take on some of the tasks that the local people need in their 
health services. The midwest health plan has a very good emphasis on workforce development to cure that very 
problem. Geraldton has some magnificent training facilities at the old Durack TAFE—I think it is now called 
Central Regional TAFE—as well as at the Geraldton Universities Centre, where nurses and other allied health 
professionals can be trained comprehensively in the provision of health services. The population is underserviced. 
We do not get enough potential income, especially through Medicare and other funds from Canberra, in our own 
economy and people apparently cannot find work. The answer is training that is funded from Canberra to get 
people into positions. It would not set up an unsustainable system and it would not set up something that requires 
the state government to kick in year after year, but the investment would bring funds into the area from elsewhere 
and give people the types of health services that they deserve. 

In the south of my electorate, as I mentioned, a lot of communities do not have any health centres or hospitals to 
serve people from. The previous government put a program in place—the Turquoise Coast Health Initiative—to 
provide and fill service gaps in areas such as community-based home care, short-stay care, rehabilitation, 
physiotherapy, aged care and mental health care. All these services are simply lacking in the more highly populated 
areas of my electorate, which have grown up in the last few decades. Investment in health services has never 
happened to the standard that is found in other country areas. The Turquoise Coast Health Initiative was stripped 
away in the last budget. Royalties for regions funding was apparently not being spent. It is probably flowing back 
into Treasury or into some subsidy for an existing government program. It is not doing the things that royalties for 
regions funding is supposed to do, which is improve the lives of people in regional Western Australia and provide 
infrastructure and services in areas where they have been lacking for years. Funding for this program had not yet 
been invested by royalties for regions. Funding was approved. The program had been developed and worked up 
with the WA Country Health Service. The needs are all there and they are still unfilled. Communities in that area 
are still very concerned about this. The federal Deputy Leader of The Nationals, Senator Bridget McKenzie, visited 
Bindoon a couple of weeks ago and looked at health issues in the local area around the Shire of Chittering, which 
I think is the fastest growing shire certainly in the wheatbelt, but one of the fastest growing in the state. That is 
fuelled mainly by peri-urban growth—people spilling out from Perth into rural residential blocks on the outskirts. 
They find themselves in an area where there are no health services. That is a bit of a problem for families and 
people who are getting old. It is also a problem for people living on their own who get crook because there is 
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no-one to come and look after them and there is nowhere to go. What do they do? Many of them have to go and 
live in Perth instead of living where they want to live. 
This range of programs and initiatives was funded in the past or were mooted to be funded by royalties for regions. 
Royalties for regions has been kept in name only. There is sort of a ghost program. The member for 
North West Central says the program is dead; I would say it is more of a ghost. Maybe it has to be dead to be a ghost? 
Mr V.A. Catania: There’s a tombstone. 
Mr R.S. LOVE: Yes. The program is an apparition. An apparition is wandering around regional 
Western Australia, calling itself royalties for regions. It sort of looks a bit the same but the colours have changed. 
There are some red signs now; the government got rid of all our green signs. They were politically incorrect. The 
signs are now red. We are allowed to claim “Supported by royalties for regions” because the red signs are out but 
in fact the programs in place are only those that have run down from our time in government. More and more 
royalties for regions funding is being spent just to pay the bills for the Water Corporation. In the next budget, 
I expect to see it paying some of Western Power’s bills as well. Who knows what the government will do to ensure 
that the program does not deliver anything meaningful for regional Western Australia? 
Once upon a time, people in regional Western Australia had grown to believe that there was no hope, there would 
be no investment and there would be no future for their communities. Royalties for regions turned that around. It 
brought hope and reinvigoration and it brought a future to many communities that had pretty much given up hope 
that anybody was concerned about them. This government has rapidly brought people back to the realisation that 
it was perhaps a moment of time when the stars aligned and there was enough goodwill on our side of the house 
to put in place a program that would serve their needs. 
Mr V.A. Catania: We’ll be back! 
Mr R.S. LOVE: I hope we will be back because country people certainly need investment. They need 
a government that cares about them and they have not had a government that cares about them for the last year 
and a bit. It is unfortunate that we are on a fixed cycle because I do not think this government would make it to an 
election if it were not for the fixed term, but the current government will limp along for another two or three years. 
After that stage, it will be so far on the nose that most members opposite should start booking their holidays in 
2021. They should go and buy their retirement units in Mandurah or wherever they want to go because they will 
not be back in this house in 2021 with the way they have been treating country people in Western Australia. 
MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood) [5.56 pm]: Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, for the chance to 
contribute to the motion moved by the Leader of the National Party. It clearly targets issues that we are passionate 
about—regional Western Australia and, in particular, the impact this government is having on regional 
Western Australia as it moves forward and hits budgets. We have another budget tomorrow, which we do not 
expect a lot of light to come from. It has been just over a year since the McGowan government came into power. 
The election campaign was one of the great con jobs to come before Western Australian voters. It was a con job 
of no new taxes, but what did we see? A range of taxes was pushed through, trying to pitch for new sources of 
revenue in the last budget. It will be interesting to see what taxes will be put in place tomorrow when we listen to 
the Treasurer deliver his second budget. The Labor Party went to the election on not privatising any government 
services and, of course, we have seen the sale of some energy assets to overseas companies, and other assets have 
been put on the table including the TAB, Utah Point, up in the member for Pilbara’s electorate, and Landgate, as 
the member for North West Central mentioned. The Labor Party took privatisation to the last election, saying it 
would not do it, and it has been firmly put back on the table to try to raise some money. My numbers for the TAB, 
Utah Point and Landgate amount to something like $2 billion so I can understand why the Treasurer might be 
licking his lips and looking at those assets. He still has to work through the caucus room, of course, but we expect 
pretty significant announcements to be made tomorrow, not necessarily with funds attached to them, but certainly 
with a commitment by government to progress them. 

Again, a con job was taken to the last election. The decision to take out 3 000 public servants was also made. I was 
around the cabinet table when we had to look at some financial changes including impacts on public servants. We 
offered voluntary redundancies, as the government is doing now. I believe that we pushed it probably about as far 
as the public service could be pushed. This government has taken that a step further and I know that those decisions 
have led to some pretty significant tensions within the unions that sit behind the Labor Party. Tensions must also 
be running through the caucus room and I am seeing tension starting to grow and emerge out there, which will 
burst at some stage and start playing out in much stronger public commentary and no doubt in pressure on members 
of Parliament. The member for North West Central pointed out the polling challenges that are playing out with the 
shift that is happening. As someone told me many years ago, the day you get elected is the day you start losing, 
and that is happening. It is happening pretty quickly given the decisions that have been made. The issues that 
emerge include the polling issue, highlighted by the member for North West Central, and this pressure of unions 
that we know is starting to reach bursting point under the surface. 
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Another interesting signal about decisions that have been made is who stumps up to the front of Parliament House 
for a protest. We have never, ever seen the CWA stump up to the front of Parliament House for a protest; it has 
never protested before. 

Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: For the record, the CWA is the Country Women’s Association of Western Australia, if 
members have not met anyone from that association! Its members do not stump up and protest; yet they saw 
decisions of this government that are so critical to what they believe in that they were prepared to raise placards 
and sing songs in front of Parliament House and have the minister come out and talk to them. Today, a group 
protested the lack of shark mitigation measures from this government. I know many of those people from my 
electorate and they are not people who usually protest. Many of them are strong conservationists. The political 
links in the group today could probably be cut three or four different ways, but those people have come together 
on a united issue because they are connected to the ocean and feel strongly about using the ocean. We are a nation 
that is very strongly linked to the ocean. Those raising issues today are not just ocean users, but also tourism groups 
that have been impacted by the flow-on decisions resulting from a lack of government action on that front. An 
example is the cancelling of the Drug Aware Margaret River Pro surfing competition. The flow-on impact has 
been significant and has played out through the media. A group in Bunbury marched on the issue of camp schools. 
It was a very strong protest and, again, it is another group of people who do not normally protest. In just over 
12 months this government has had a range of protests not only in front of Parliament, but also in the communities 
we live in such as Bunbury, because people feel so strongly about the decisions it has made. The indicators are 
clear; it is not only polling, but also the nature of the groups protesting this government’s decisions. 

The greatest con job that happened going into the last election was about the royalties for regions program. We 
have spoken about it here before and my colleagues have raised it again today. The integrity of that program was 
the issue. Everybody said that because it was legislated it must be locked down and could not be touched. Of 
course it could be! The legislation simply secures the fund. Where it is spent is the issue! As the member for Moore 
pointed out, if it starts being spent on Water Corp subsidies, it will burn up pretty quickly. In the fourth year of the 
last state budget, which will be the third year of this state budget, it was $284 million a year. I am expecting another 
$60 million to be added to that subsidy. One-third of the royalties for regions funds will be taken out straightaway, 
simply because of one decision that will free up resources for this government’s plans in metropolitan Perth. The 
hypocrisy was that Labor said it supported royalties for regions and that if people voted for the Labor Party, there 
would be no diminishment of the services provided through the royalties for regions program. However, the 
government has gutted it. As my colleagues have pointed out, it is but a shadow of its former self—a ghost! May 
the royalties for regions program rest in peace. It is a sad day for regional Western Australia. 

If the royalties for regions program still had its integrity, we would not have the issues caused by cuts in regional 
Western Australia. The equivalent of 25 per cent of mining and petroleum royalties is going into a fund specifically 
for regional Western Australia. If that program’s integrity had been maintained, the issues caused by the cuts would 
not be there. I have a list of projects that would not have been cut if the royalties regions program were still in 
place. They include the Country Age Pension Fuel Card, which is capped at a CPI increase. Pensioners will have 
to wear whatever CPI increase occurs in regional Western Australia to support that fuel card. Cuts of $2.4 million 
have been made to community chest grants. Cuts of $22 million have been made to the regional grants scheme. 
A cut of $3.3 million has been made to the Emergency Services Volunteer Fuel Card. I chuckle a little mentioning 
this one and I am very pleased that the Minister for Emergency Services is in the chamber. One of the volunteer 
bush fire brigades in my electorate received a letter in April this year. 

Mr F.M. Logan: You know that I phoned you up and told you. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I find this very amusing, so I am sure the minister is going to allow me to play it out. And 
I will also mention the phone call I got. The letter states — 

It is with pleasure that we present … — 

I will not name the particular bush fire brigade. 

with the emergency services volunteer fuel card. 

The letter goes on to talk about the card and how the government values volunteers. It states that the fuel card 
contains $1 000 of value, which can be shared amongst actively contributing members and used at any participating 
fuel outlet et cetera. Two signatures are at the bottom of this letter that went out to this brigade this April. The first 
is Hon Joe Francis. The second is from Hon Terry Redman, the Minister for Regional Development! I sent the 
letter out! Pleasingly, I got a call from the minister. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: He’s misleading the house! 
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Mr D.T. REDMAN: I do not think this is misleading the house! I have documentary evidence from the minister 
on that side of the house. 

I remember getting a note that came through telling me that the Minister for Emergency Services was trying to 
track down my mobile number. I thought, “What the hell would he want to call me for?” I have created a bit of 
pain around the place so the last thing he would do is give me a call. I thought, “Maybe he’s going to come to my 
electorate and give me 10 minutes of warning instead of five minutes.” But no, he said, “Look, Terry, I would love 
to apologise.” I was really pleased that he did that. He said, “For some reason we’ve messed up our processes and 
we’ve sent out letters that have your and Joe Francis’ names at the bottom.” I found the mess-up interesting because 
someone has my electronic signature, clearly without my authority, and has stuck it on there. I am pretty certain 
that the minister would have made sure it has been cleaned up because he certainly would not want people sending 
out messages that he would want to be accountable for and not me. I was happy to do this except for the $1 000 cut 
he made to the program. I hope no-one has my electronic signature anymore and is able to put out letters like that. 
I am looking at this in a very light-hearted way. It is a slight, shining part of his character that the minister was 
prepared to give me a call about it and I appreciate that. 

Moving on, a whole range of programs have been cut. Some of my colleagues have talked about the cuts to roads. 
They include an $18 million cut to the Northam–Pithara Road. We put resources towards commodity freight routes, 
supporting the freight effort, particularly in the wheatbelt. That has been cut by $38 million. Funding for 
agricultural lime routes has been cut by $5 million. A cut of $60 million has been made to the Wiluna to 
Meekatharra road. There have also been cuts to smaller roads that do not show up on this list. The point is that 
funding would still be there had the integrity of the royalty for regions program been maintained. 

There have also been health cuts, including Laverton Hospital; Kalgoorlie Health Campus’s magnetic resonance 
imaging machine; the Turquoise Coast Health Initiative, which the member for Moore talked about; and a cut of 
$22.9 million to the Southern Inland Health Initiative district medical workforce investment program. I saw some 
media today suggesting that the member for Kalgoorlie has a serious doctor shortage in Kalgoorlie. Programs that 
were specifically put in place to support medical services—particularly for doctors where there were no doctors 
before—are being cut. The age-old issues that were there prior to 2008 are starting to emerge. Those issues were 
the legacy for regional Western Australia of the last Labor government. The impact that royalties for regions cuts 
are having is winding us back to that and it is showing through. As the member for North West Central said, it is 
impacting polling—not only for regional seats, but also for metropolitan seats. As the next sequence of polls comes 
out, it will be interesting to see how that flows through. 

In the regions, aged care is an ongoing theme. I remember putting through cabinet a $54 million program for 
a range of independent living units across four development commission areas. This government has halved that 
and will put it into a competitive pool. I can see how that will come out; seats that are significant to the Labor Party 
will probably rise to the surface through that process. Building our capacity to manage the ageing population, 
which is growing significantly more quickly in regional Western Australia than it is in metropolitan Perth, is 
emerging as a critical challenge. When we were in government we identified that and invested in it. I will come 
back to education cuts in a minute, but the theme is that if Labor had maintained the integrity of the royalties for 
regions program, as it promised to when it went to the last election, we would not be in the position of these 
regional programs being cut. The government is saying, “We are simply reprioritising it into areas that 
fundamentally should not be put against the royalties regions programs, such as subsidies for various regional 
programs.” That is simply about equity, if we are talking about subsidies in regional Western Australia, such as 
country water services, the TAFE subsidy and things like the patient assisted travel scheme, which was previously 
funded out of the consolidated fund. My point is that the integrity of the royalties for regions program has been 
smashed and all these cuts are playing out, and now people in regional Western Australia do not trust the 
government to be accountable to their interests, and that is going to play through heavily indeed. The coming 
by-elections are going to be an interesting signal of that. 

Let us look at some of the service risks as they play out. Taking 3 000 public servants out of the system is a service 
risk because we are going to see tensions emerge in all the agencies, particularly frontline agencies such as those 
that apply to community services. We know that it is much more expensive and challenging in regional 
Western Australia to deliver those services, so it will be very easy for those agencies to withdraw services from 
regional Western Australia because they will save more money than they would if they were to withdraw the same 
services from metropolitan Perth. We believe that regional Western Australia will take an unreasonable hit from 
what the government might describe as a “flat” approach to withdrawing public servants from the public service. 
A flat approach would be nice, but we know that that is not going to be the outcome. 
I said I would come back to education; we have talked about education a lot. Again, it is a key service and a key 
right for all our students. The impact on camp schools is playing out. We saw the protesters who marched on 
Hon Adele Farina’s office in Bunbury and their passion. That group could have been cut across a number of 
political lines, yet they were prepared to march and back the fact that camp schools actually play a significant role 
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in the education of our kids. Camp schools give to our kids more of what they need. They give them exposure to 
parts of the state that they would not otherwise see. Of course, there is also Moora Residential College; the member 
for Moore talked about that. The agricultural education system is unique here in Western Australia. Again, these 
are key decisions that the government is making. The member for North West Central pointed out that had it not 
been for the public coming out as strongly as it did and the representation it got from its political representatives, 
we would no longer have Schools of the Air. That decision really touched a nerve and, pleasingly, the government 
saw fit to reverse that decision. 
I am glad that the member for Kimberley is in the chamber today. I liked her question today; it was right on the 
money, and I absolutely agree with her. It is shocking that the federal government is not coming to the party on 
housing and resources for remote communities to replace National Partnership Agreement on Remote Indigenous 
Housing funding. That should not be the case. I am hoping that the member will be part of the estimates hearings. 
I will be talking to the Minister for Housing because as a past Minister for Housing and Minister for Regional 
Development, I know what resources the previous state government had on the table for housing and for supporting 
the regional road map for upgrading facilities, housing and the like in remote communities and some of the bigger 
centres. It gave Aboriginal people options and choices about where they could move. We made those investments. 
Given that the federal government appears to have pulled its component of that, it is important for the state 
government to address that issue. 
I was disappointed today. The Minister for Housing cannot have it two ways. He cannot blame us for not having 
secured essential services funding from the federal government because we went in to fight for that and lost. The 
federal government said, “Here’s $90 million. Now go away. That’s all we’re going to do.” Members opposite 
take the argument — 
Several members interjected. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: No. I am making the point that members opposite cannot have the argument both ways. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: Members opposite sat on this side of the house and blamed us for not securing that resource 
from the federal government and then, when they went over to that side of the house, they came back and said, 
“Well, it’s not our fault. We couldn’t get it. Blame the federal government. Blame someone else.” They cannot 
have that argument both ways. I am deeply disappointed on both counts, and we have actually raised that issue. 
The government has our full support for taking up that issue and for securing the resources needed to get a better 
pathway to better outcomes for some of the most disadvantaged people we have in this state. 
Ms J. Farrer: Can I just say, yes, Indigenous people who live out in remote communities are very disadvantaged 
in the sense that they are not being fully serviced by a lot of the service providers. Yes, the houses are in very big 
need of repair, but as a state it is expected that our people should be living like that, and it’s not fair. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: Extension, please, Madam Acting Speaker. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Ms J. Farrer: I believe, and I have said all along, that we are a Parliament, and it does not matter what party we 
belong to; we should be supporting the people out there who need that support. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: Absolutely. I think the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and the Minister for Housing have 
carriage of this, and the good work that was done before should span Parliaments, and I think it has; certainly, my 
private conversations show that. A road map has been laid out for where investment should go and a level of 
consultation has occurred to achieve that. It is not everyone’s agreed position, but it is a consistent position, and 
I will certainly do my part in opposition to not railroad it or throw a hand grenade into it, because we need a better 
outcome than what we have now. Everyone is of the view that the status quo is not acceptable, so things have to 
move. The member for Kimberley has my full support, as does the Minister for Housing and the Treasurer, in 
trying to secure whatever we can out of federal government arrangements to get the resources necessary to get 
ourselves on that pathway. I digressed a bit, but that is a point that was raised today out of a question from the 
member for Kimberley. I agree with part of it, but I do not necessarily agree with all of it. 
Another issue is the transition that is occurring with home and community care through the Commonwealth Home 
Support Programme and the National Disability Insurance Scheme. At a function I attended, the Treasurer spoke 
about getting that transition right, and he was absolutely right. It is only early days. The first iteration of these 
changes will start to emerge at the end of June this year for aged people who have in-home care services and 
transitional disability services. We are starting to see some people falling through the cracks. It is not immediately 
clear who is going to miss out on the services that they currently receive. I have not yet had a chance to put 
a question to the Minister for Health—he was away for the week when I was lined up to do it, and my colleagues 
had carriage of other questions—but that is a question I want to put to him. I guess the estimates hearings will be 
a chance to pursue that. It is emerging that people are starting to miss out on services during that transition. I hope 
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that the state government is cognisant of that, particularly in situations in which home and community care services 
are provided to people in regional Western Australia who in some cases are geographically distant from some of 
those services. Service levels should be maintained during the transition and under the new arrangements. 
A personal procurement–type model through which people can buy their services works in highly populated areas, 
but in lower populated areas, getting one service provider to do it is hard enough, let alone when they are in 
competition with three or four. We are seeing early signals of some challenges and we hope that the government 
has its eye on the ball because we are concerned by those early signals. Again, very vulnerable groups will be 
impacted—those with disabilities, the aged in our community and, from our perspective, those who live some 
distance from full services. 
My colleagues also talked about the community resource centres. There are about nine in my electorate and they 
are disappointed about a number of issues. They are disappointed with the government’s process for addressing 
its 40 per cent funding cut from $13 million to $8 million a year. A group of representatives from community 
resource centres came together with representation from the Department of Primary Industries and Regional 
Development at a meeting in Augusta at the community resource centre. They were told that the minister wanted 
to consult and the representatives were going to talk to all the chairs of the committees and get their views about 
what the landing point might look like. That was towards the second half of March this year. The plan came out at 
the end of April; a letter came out stating what the government thought should happen and asking for comment. 
There was none of the consultation the government said it would do. There was no feedback about what the landing 
point might have been. The government asked for comments, but then dropped a model on the table. It is a divide 
and conquer–type model because there is a two-tiered platform. About one-quarter of existing CRCs have been 
told that they have to cut their funding by half, and the other three-quarters, or slightly more, will need to cut their 
funding by only 30 per cent. We can see that the group sitting in the 70 per cent package is going to say that that 
is better than the 40 per cent cut that it might have had to have taken, and that it is not a bad outcome. Of course, 
there is then a big group that is disadvantaged. This is a very keen strategy by the government to divide and conquer 
through, in our view, a bunch of arbitrary lines trying to cut through very, very different communities with very 
different service needs. Those community resource centres have been able to meet those needs in a responsive 
way. The process is massively flawed. It has not followed what the government said it would do. 
There have been reviews of community resource centres in the past. I point to the Curtin review, which has been 
given no status whatsoever in this discussion. Again, this is significantly impacting those communities. They 
deserve to have some support. In many cases, a trainee is the only full-time person in the CRC. Again, having 
a number of trainees that roll through those centres supports training in towns that often do not have the business 
capacity to support such training. It is again an opportunity for young people to build up their skills to engage in 
our workforce, albeit in another centre or somewhere else. There is a level of service loss involved. It will be 
interesting to know whether the minister has sought to scan what the service loss is liable to be. As the Leader of 
the Nationals WA pointed out, comment from the Premier, the Minister for Regional Development and others 
shows a significant ignorance about what CRCs do. Therefore, by extension, there is, in our view, a lack of 
understanding about what services will be lost as a product of significant cuts. The Augusta CRC manages and 
supports a community radio station. It supports The Pelican Post, which is the local communications network for 
business to advertise in. They are things that go outside the remit of what we heard in the comments of the Premier 
and others that these centres are about connecting to the internet. They went well beyond that about a decade ago. 
The point has been lost here. 
It is also interesting that some of these centres have been able to provide access to government services beyond 
the state government. The Denmark centre has a Centrelink contract. One of the issues it is facing now is that part 
of the Centrelink contract requires it to remain open five days a week. If the Denmark CRC now has to take 
a 50 per cent funding cut, one of the options could be for it to close half a day or a day and thereby put under threat 
its Centrelink contract. Not only is this affecting its current resourcing and service, but also there will be flow-on 
impacts on other services and the other resources it gets to maintain services to its community. The CRC issue 
goes well beyond what the government demonstrates it has an understanding of. In my view, the government is 
coming up significantly short. 
I have only a couple of minutes left, but I pointed out today in question time the Minister for Tourism’s vision of 
one per cent growth to 2020 for the tourism spend in regional Western Australia. This document I am holding has 
the signatures of the Minister for Tourism and the Minister for Regional Development. It quotes a bunch of 
numbers in front of an event program for Unearthed Pemberton, which is like all the other self-driven projects 
right around regional Western Australia. The document states the government has a vision to move from a spend 
of $4.7 billion in regional Western Australia to $4.75 billion by 2020, which is a one per cent increase—one 
per cent! “Underwhelming” is the best word I could have used. The point is that this is indicative of a government 
that does not care. I assume no-one read the document. I am assuming that the ministers put their signatures to it 
without reading what they were putting their signatures to. I am also assuming that it is wrong. The Minister for 
Tourism was a bit like a rabbit in a spotlight today. He did not quite know what was going on, but he put his 
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signature to a one per cent growth in tourism spending for regional Western Australia, which is the centrepiece of 
this government’s push. Tourism is a big issue. The minister has been driving that. He is up in that space banging 
on about what the government is going to do. Part of this policy, of course, is a 37 per cent increase in tourism 
spend in metropolitan Perth. I am sure the numbers are wrong and the minister will probably adjust them, but the 
point is that he put his name to the document, as did the Minister for Regional Development. That is indicative of 
a government that does not care for regional Western Australia. All the issues that have been raised by my 
colleagues and me highlight the fact that we are not going to expect much better tomorrow. After tomorrow’s 
debate, once again, people of regional Western Australia will wake up on Friday and think that they were dudded 
at the election of March last year. 

MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe) [6.26 pm]: I rise to make a contribution on what I believe is a very important subject 
for our region, and also for the state. What I have seen developing over the last 12 to 14 months is almost a pattern 
of arrogance towards the regions. I am really concerned that the party opposite us appears to be dominated by three 
or four key decision-makers—the Premier, the Treasurer, the Deputy Premier and perhaps the Minister for 
Transport—and there does not appear to be any effect from the backbenchers of the Labor Party, the government. 
That is what really concerns me. I hear one member in the other house, Hon Darren West, member for Agricultural 
Region, tell us that the Labor Party is the party for the regions and that it has the most regional members in the 
Parliament. What have the regions of Western Australia got out of it? They have got absolutely nothing. That is 
spiralling at a rapid rate. Right now, the member for Pilbara is the only regional government member in this place, 
apart from the member for Kimberley. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Of course, there is the opposition member for Geraldton. I will say for the member for 
Mandurah that he has managed to extract money from the royalties for regions funding for the Mandurah car park 
near the train station. I congratulate him for his — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: I am certainly very concerned about the lack of impact that the regional members opposite us 
have when it comes to decision-making. As I said, it appears that we are in a downward spiral and, as the member 
for Warren–Blackwood said, the platform that this government came in on was no asset sales, and the actual policy 
that appears to be developing is that energy assets are being sold off to overseas super funds and there is a potential 
for Landgate to be sold, which I am sure we will see in the budget tomorrow. The member for North West Central 
spoke about this at length, and outlined the real concern for the security of our titles in the state land registry. Also 
it was all about there would not be any fee rises—so, “Let’s get elected: no fee rises, no asset sales.” We have seen 
exactly the opposite. 

The other one that is a classic to me is “pay it off slowly”. “What are we going to do about the forty thousand 
million debt? We’re going to pay it off slowly. We’ve got no plan, we’ve got no asset sales and we’ve got no fee 
rises but we’re going to pay it off slowly.” That is a real concern to me. The member for North West Central 
mentioned that the polls are starting to reflect that. There has been a 12 per cent swing in just about all these 
metropolitan seats, let alone the regional seats—member for Bunbury, we mentioned that 12.2 per cent swing 
there. That demonstrates that the people of Perth in the metropolitan areas are actually starting to twig on to what 
is going on here. 

The other one I thought was quite interesting today was the way the government was bleating about the goods and 
services tax share. A couple of weeks ago the Prime Minister was in Western Australia and committed to 
$3.8 million of funding. It was, “Look how fantastic we are. We’ve managed to leverage all this federal 
government funding”, and then today the Labor Party is out there criticising the federal government. I do not know 
which way the state government is going. They were great friends a couple of weeks ago; now it is back to the 
federal government is no good because of the GST share. Those are just some of the overlying factors about this 
government at the moment. 

Today I would like to concentrate on the community resource centres; some of our previous speakers talked about 
them. The member for Central Wheatbelt gave us a good run-down. The Minister for Regional Development 
recently held what I would call a clandestine meeting in the Gnowangerup CRC. It included a few selected CRCs. 
This was not a general invitation to everyone to get an informed point of view, it was just going out there and 
talking to a few of those CRCs and saying, “This is what we are going to do.” It was not about consultation; it was 
about 40 per cent cuts. It was, “You take the choice. It will either to be a 40 per cent cut to the number of CRCs”, 
of which we have over 100 around the state, “Or it will be a 40 per cent funding cut right across the board.” After 
that meeting several of the CRCs, some of which are in my electorate—including Gnowangerup obviously—were 
distraught. I am sure they will be distraught after tomorrow’s budget. 
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The Minister for Regional Development has been talking about fiscal discipline. She says money is needed for 
really, really important projects. We have not been told what those really important projects are. I have been 
looking at what has happened with Moora Residential College and the people of Moora, and the Local Projects, 
Local Jobs funding—I am glad the member for Armadale in in this place. Funding of $500 000 is required for 
Moora college while Armadale dog park, Aubin Grove dog park and the Chihuahua dog rescue—three fantastic 
projects in Local Projects, Local Jobs—have been given funding, the tally of which would cover the $500 000 
Moora community needs for Moora Residential College. How do members opposite sleep at night when they look 
at those type of projects? 

Dr A.D. Buti: I sleep very well because I know that dogs in my community are having a nice time! 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: I know the fencing around Armadale dog park is very important, member for Armadale! But, 
seriously, I really worry about the families of Moora, and I just cannot look them in the eye and tell them that 
Armadale dog park fencing is being rated over and above their residential college.  

The thing that really disturbs me about the CRC funding is that there has been a policy of cut first, consult later. 
The Minister for Regional Development has been out and about saying, “We are going to do this consultation.” 
An officer from the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development is out there somewhere 
supposedly going around doing some consultation. No-one has seen the results of that. The consultation is 
continuing. The policy has been developed and no doubt the budget will reflect that tomorrow. As the member for 
Warren–Blackwood pointed out, it is already happening. There have already been several reviews. I was involved 
with one when I was on the regional development trust. The CRCs have been reviewed and the importance of them 
has been ascertained. This sort of cut first, consult later process is not on. 

I would like to talk about the detail of some of the CRCs in my electorate. We have a couple of fantastic CRCs out 
east towards Ravensthorpe and Hopetoun. Gabrielle Major is in charge of the Ravensthorpe Community Resource 
Centre. As the member for Warren–Blackwood mentioned, some of its services include Centrelink and state 
government services so that people, especially aged people who do not have the ability to access those services 
through a computer, can gain help from a trainee or an employee from the centre. It provides printing, scanning, 
training opportunities for the community and businesses, school holiday programs, early years programs, 
homework support for school-age kids and other seminars and mental health provision also comes into it. The 
Ravensthorpe CRC is a real community hub. I certainly congratulate it for the work that it has done and also the 
work that the Shire of Ravensthorpe has done in supporting it. 

When we turn right and go towards Hopetoun, towards the coast, we see Karrina Smallman and her team doing 
a fantastic job. I would like to point out that the Hopetoun CRC was part of a package. A community centre was 
opened by the then Minister for Regional Development a couple of years ago. It is a fantastic centre. The 
Hopetoun CRC is complementing it perfectly. We have had $40 million of investment in the Fitzgerald River 
National Park by all sides of government. Basically, the CRC is the tourist bureau as well. It tells people where to 
go when they come to Hopetoun. It tells people how to find their way out to the park and where to stay, and it sells 
national park passes. It also provides Medicare, Centrelink and childcare assistance. A massive number of services 
are provided by these CRCs. The Premier stated a couple of months ago that people can just come in with 
a smartphone and that will do the job. I am sorry but that just shows a complete lack of understanding about how 
CRCs work. When I attended the live export forum in Darkan the other day, along with our leader, the member 
for Central Wheatbelt, I called in at the CRC on the way through. They expressed to me how important the trainees 
are within the organisation. This is another element to it. It is probably almost as important because it gets the 
younger kids in our regional areas set up for employment in later life.  

They do not get paid a lot of money, but it is really important to them and their families. That live export forum, 
with 150 growers, was in part organised by the community resource centre because that issue concerns the whole 
of that community and regional area. I want to re-emphasise, as Karen said at the time, that there is no 
understanding by the government, as it stands—I hope it improves as time goes by—of how the regions and CRCs 
work. The other one I want to talk about is Linkwest. We have also had discussions with Linkwest and it has also 
been given an ultimatum: “Please yourself; we’ll either cut the number of CRCs back by 40 per cent or cut back 
the funding to CRCs by 40 per cent. Take it or leave it, that’s what’s going to happen.” As I said, it is unacceptable 
for our regional communities. 

I move on to education. The regional education cuts in the last year have probably hurt regional people more than 
anything else. The reaction of metropolitan families and other people has also demonstrated how upset they are. It 
is obviously flowing through with the swings that The Sunday Times mentioned and the member for North West 
Central certainly emphasised. I must admit, I am a little with him; I only expected it to be a standard three per cent, 
four per cent or five per cent, but it is really starting to flow through. The government needs to have a good, hard 
look at whether it can turn this around, and $500 000 for the Moora Residential College would be a fantastic way 
to do that. I would love to see people such as the members for Bunbury and Pilbara advocating within their party 
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room. I know it is hard, that it is considered a backflip and the government thinks, “Okay, we have already 
backflipped on Schools of the Air and on the gifted and talented program”, but this is a real opportunity for our 
regional backbenchers—members for Bunbury, Pilbara and Kimberley—to make their presence felt. If it came out 
in public about the way they could advocate for their regions and for the Moora college, that would be a fantastic 
feather in their cap. I look forward to seeing something like that take place. 
For me, the statement of the year, which has probably impacted me more than anything, was when I attended the 
Isolated Children’s Parents’ Association annual conference in Fremantle this year. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: When Liz Sudlow, in her closing speech, spoke to 200 people, she had the Minister for 
Education and Training five metres away and said, “Don’t use our regional kids for budget repair.” To me that 
sentence had the biggest impact on me of any sentence in the whole year: “Don’t use our regional kids for budget 
repair.” Our government needs to take notice of that. Following on from Moora Residential College, the member 
for Moore pointed out earlier that we do not think the government understands the impact that this will have on the 
Central Midlands High School and the community of Moora. I know the way these senior high schools work. This 
is the only senior high school between Yanchep and Geraldton. If this is not reversed, I can see it now, in three or 
four years’ time we will be talking about how unfortunately Central Midlands Senior High School is now a district 
high school and then probably a few years after that we will be talking about a Central Midlands primary school.  
I cannot understand how the Premier could give us examples of how people could send their kids to Yanchep and 
to Northam and that is fantastic. That shows a total lack of understanding of how the Central Midlands Senior 
High School is such a hub for that community. We saw the demonstration by the Moora community, the likes of 
Tracey Errington, the P&C president, and Louise House, who is the deputy president of the Shire of Moora, and 
of course the Country Women’s Association of Western Australia, which attended its first rally in 94 years. It was 
a fantastic community demonstration of the passion that that community has for its school. 
Probably one of the most bizarre things I have heard this year was when our Premier made the statement that we 
have to talk up the Moora community. He told us to talk up Westpork, the carrot farms, Moora Citrus and the 
mineral sands moments after he withdrew funding from Moora Residential College. That took the wind out of the 
sails of the whole community. As I said, that would have to be one of the most bizarre things I have heard in my 
time in this chamber in the first 15 months of this Parliament. How could the Premier say “talk it up” when he has 
pulled out the most important facet of a regional community? He pulled out the funding to the residential college 
and the school in general. That reiterates to me that there is no understanding of how regional communities work. 
The economic impact report released by the Shire of Moora indicates that 19 jobs will be lost and $2 million will 
be wiped from the local economy. There we go—that is the impact of this decision and we have the Premier telling 
us to talk it up. I certainly would ask whether the Premier would be comfortable sending his kids to Yanchep when 
he lives in Rockingham, because that is the exact equivalent of what he is asking those people in the likes of 
Coorow, Carnamah and many other places within a 200 to 300 kilometre radius of the Moora Residential College 
to do. I certainly cannot believe it. 
I would like to speak briefly about the raid on the agricultural college trust fund. To me, that is also unprecedented. 
The state government is taking money from a fund generated by public schools. That model of self-sustainability 
has been successful since the 1980s. When I look at some of the agricultural colleges around the place in Narrogin, 
Harvey, Denmark, Morawa and Cunderdin, and also in my electorate, apart from Narrogin there is the 
Esperance Farm Training Centre, each of those agricultural colleges and farm schools are doing a fantastic job. 
Members, we are seeing the emergence of the agricultural industry at the moment. The other day in the Bankwest 
survey I saw figures that the agricultural industry is taking over from mining and producing more and looking to 
produce more in years to come. I think I mentioned a couple of months back that it was fantastic to see all the 
students from our agricultural colleges at Wagin Woolorama. The grandstand was full of kids and there was 
enthusiasm for our agricultural industry. The wool prices are going up. Sheep prices were going up. Unfortunately, 
we have our live shipping issue at the moment, but even so sheep prices are generally pretty solid. 
Cattle prices are also doing well so there is optimism in that sector, while the state government is pulling that funding 
out of the agricultural college trust fund. What we saw at the Woolorama was a steady stream of people coming in 
and telling us how disturbed they were about the way the government is pulling funding out of that trust fund. Plenty 
of people signed our petitions. I am certainly worried about the way that funding is being pulled out. I am also 
worried because within the Department of Education, someone has always looked after all the agricultural colleges. 
They have done a fantastic job and have had a great handle on how the colleges work. From what I understand that 
person has been removed and no-one will be specifically looking after the likes of those ag colleges.  
The other rather interesting issue is the fact that funding is being pulled from some of the farm schools is affecting 
some of our government members, for example, the Lansdale Farm School issue and the member for Girrawheen; 
Kelmscott Senior College, which has an agricultural section and the member for Armadale. I certainly look 
forward to the member for Armadale advocating strongly.  
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Dr A.D. Buti: I have been.  

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: That is very good. I have not seen any result, but perhaps it will show in the budget. We are 
looking forward to some positive results in the budget. Kiara College in Bassendean is another one—in the member 
for Bassendean’s electorate. The list goes on. I am expecting that people such as the member for Bunbury will 
look after the likes of the Margaret River Senior High School and its agricultural college, just down the road from 
him. The member for Warren–Blackwood and the member for Vasse are doing their best there. I am sure he will 
stray slightly out of his territory to give the Margaret River Senior High School a bit of a hand. Some of the other 
schools, such as those in Manjimup, Kojonup, Coodanup and Pinjarra, are all part of that.  

Another issue we have discussed before is that of the camp schools. I am certainly disappointed because most of 
the members here who have children have sent their kids away to camp schools. The Premier said the other week 
that his kids had a fantastic time at camp schools; they learnt a lot. He has been very much in favour of them, so 
why would they be basically put up for sale? They are a great asset to our education system, yet in 
The West Australian a few weeks ago an article indicated that about seven camp schools were up for lease and 
someone was needed to run them. We have no plan. That is a real concern for me.  

The other issue I would like to mention is the boarding away from home allowance, which has slipped off the radar 
a bit. In the forward estimates of the government’s budget last year, it was to be cut from $2 105 to $1 477 over 
four years. It was suggested that it is not needed. During the budget estimates hearing the Premier said, 
“There’s not an unlimited amount of money; I grew up in a regional community and I did not go off to a boarding 
school.” That is fantastic. A senior high school might have been close by. Unfortunately, a lot of families in the 
regions do not have a choice. The boarding away from home allowance is important to them. The families of kids 
from the likes of Marble Bar, Laverton and so forth have no choice. Some of them go to the Moora Residential 
College. Once again, that demonstrates a total lack of understanding of how regional and remote 
Western Australia, and Australia generally, work. 

In closing, I will mention a couple of other things that have been quite disturbing to me this year, including the 
way the development commissions have been run down, I suppose I would call it. At one stage I was chair of the 
Great Southern Development Commission, which was a job I was very proud to hold, certainly while royalties for 
regions was in place. It was fantastic. We made such a difference to our communities and the regions. We also 
made regional blueprints. The member for Bunbury was very involved in the South West Development 
Commission’s regional blueprint, as he was the CEO at the time. The Labor government has basically wiped out 
the majority of royalties for regions projects. The funding has been put back into consolidated funding and 
cost-shifted. I would love the government to go back to those regional development blueprints and have a look at 
what is important—transport, education and health. It could go back to the basics and give some purpose to the 
boards and the executives who are left in the development commissions. I can assure members opposite that many 
of them are very disillusioned because of the lack of funding and lack of consultation. 

MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [6.56 pm]: I have only four minutes. I will put one minute into community 
resource centres. I am really amazed there are over 100 CRCs. The most southerly one I could find was in Walpole, 
which offers people services for Bendigo Bank, Centrelink and Medicare. The most northern one is in Kalumburu, 
which offers people internet kiosks, office services, a community noticeboard, boardroom hire, postal services, 
tourist permits and advice. The government’s proposal is to split CRCs into two tiers with $70 000 a year for tier 1 
and $50 000 a year for tier 2. The previous government considerably increased funding for CRCs. They really do 
provide a vital service in places such as Norseman, Laverton, Marble Bar, Djarindjin, Kalumburu, Wyndham, 
Noonkanbah and Billiluna. If all those little places did not have a community resource centre, they really would 
not have very much at all. 

There is also concern about cutting frontline health services. Of course, for people in the regions, the next health 
service is frequently hundreds or even thousands of kilometres away. We are eagerly awaiting an announcement 
about Geraldton Hospital. I am crossing my fingers in hope. Who knows; maybe it will be there this year? During 
the last election campaign, the Labor Party promised $45 million, but I feel we have done slightly better than poor 
old Laverton Hospital. I read in today’s Kalgoorlie Miner that the Minister for Regional Development was in 
Laverton the other day and she suggested to a couple of goldmining companies that they could make a contribution 
if they wanted something to be done about the hospital. I hate to say that if someone went rattling a tin around 
Geraldton, we do not have any goldmining companies or much gold either. 

Of course, there was great disappointment and I think it was mentioned by the member for North West Central, 
because we thought we finally had it over the line to seal the road between Wiluna and Meekatharra but it has 
disappeared into the ether. The railway was withdrawn in 1957 and the Mid West Development Commission and 
I think Main Roads Western Australia had finally agreed on a project to do it. It was an interesting project, to be 
carried out over three years. It involved a lot of training of Aboriginal people. Unfortunately, the project has gone. 
The $20 million that was intended to go into the Geraldton museum has also gone. The good news, though, is that 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 9 May 2018] 

 p2411b-2436a 
Ms Mia Davies; Mr Vincent Catania; Mr Shane Love; Mr Terry Redman; Mr Peter Rundle; Mr Ian Blayney 

 [26] 

our first section of coastal erosion has been fixed in Geraldton, which I am delighted to see at Beresford. We now 
have to go straight on to the next one at Drummond Cove. I understand the CHRMAP process—coastal hazard 
risk management and adaption planning—is basically finished. In Geraldton, retreat is not an option. I am afraid 
that we have to stand and fight because otherwise we will lose too much housing and infrastructure and we will 
have to build walls. There is great relief in my community about the decision on the Geraldton School of the Air, 
which is an asset that we have to admit we all love in Geraldton, even though none of us send our kids to it. People 
ask me what is happening about expressions of interest for the camp schools. They want an answer. They tell me 
we need the school because it fits in really well with the Schools of the Air and people want to keep it. I endorse 
everything that my colleagues have said about Moora Residential College. It is a key thing. If families cannot 
educate their kids, they will leave. It is really important. Until people send their children to school and realise how 
important it is and that that is where their children make friends—in the case of the Schools of the Air, their best 
friend might be 500 kilometres away and they might see them only once or twice a year—they cannot understand 
that. I am very disappointed that the agricultural schools’ funds will be raided. That money is invested back into 
the system and it is really worthwhile. We are ever hopeful. 
Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
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